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WELCOME

by Kaitlyn Stum, Managing Editor

Hello! Welcome to the March edition of the Global and International
Studies Newsletter for the 2025-26 school year. In this issue, |
created a list of approved courses for the upcoming fall 2026
semester, and Helen Thorp interviewed members of the Fulbright
Fellowship here on campus. Eugene has compiled a list of GLIS and
Liberal Arts program events that are upcoming for students to attend,
and Sabrina has highlighted a course! March’s issue highlights a lot of
different information for all GLIS majors/minors for the upcoming
months!

The March issue was so much fun to create, and | cannot wait for you
all to have the chance to read it. I’'m so lucky that | have the privilege
to work with such a diverse team of writers and to serve as a voice for
stories waiting to be told from around the world and Penn State
campuses.

If you have any feedback or would like to submit a story, please email
glis@psu.edu. We look forward to hearing from you and cannot wait to
continue sharing stories and experiences in GLIS!
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GLIS

ANNOUNCEMENTS

GLIS Spring Celebration
Wednesday, April 29 2026 | 5:00 p.m.
233 AB HUB-Robeson Center

Mark your calendars for the GLIS Spring Celebration!

Join us as we honor our graduates and present awards in
recognition of their outstanding achievements. The celebration is
not only a platform to applaud our graduates but also an

opportunity for GLIS majors to mingle and build connections within
our community.

Join the team!
Content Writers Wanted!

Global Leaders of Penn State, the GLIS major newsletter, is looking for
students to join the newsletter team as content writers. If you want to
get involved and join the team, email us at glis@psu.edu.

Global Leaders of Penn State | Page 2



mailto:glis@psu.edu

Penn State Liberal Arts has a lot of unique upcoming events for March. Here is a snapshot of
a few events that are taking place. Head to the Penn State Liberal Arts Calendar for more
information on these events.

THRUSDAY,

The Mary E. Rolling_ Reading_Series presents Tyler Mills

Location: Foster Auditorium, 102 Paterno Library, 140 Curtain Road
Time: 6:00-7:30 p.m.

Tyler Mills is a poet, essayist, and educator. Her memoir The Bomb Cloud (Unbound
Edition Press 2024) earned a starred review in Publishers Weekly and was awarded a
Café Royal Cultural Foundation NYC Literature Award and has been excerpted in AGNI/,
Brevity, Bennington Review, River Teeth, and The Rumpus, and won the Copper Nickel
Editor’s Prize in Prose. Her poetry guidebook, Poetry Studio, was published by the
University of Akron Press in 2024. She teaches for the Writing Institute at Sarah Lawrence
College.

TUESDAY, M . . .
MARCH =B Tyrannical Powers: Contesting Freedom and Tyranny in

the Age of Milton
Noon-1:00 p.m.
Location: 124 Sparks Building

This talk examines a critical period in Western history and literary culture when the
interconnected keywords and concepts of “freedom” and “tyranny” were bitterly
contested, redefined and recreated, and, in some cases, reimagined. David Loewenstein
will be talking about the English Revolution in the middle of the seventeenth century, a
period when press censorship largely collapsed, ushering in a new age of “free writing
and free speaking”. Lowenstein's talk aims to illuminate how these concepts became a
major battleground in seventeenth-century England, a crucial period in Western history
and culture for understanding the ways these keywords and ideas were contested, much
as they continue to be in our own world.
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FULBRIGHT SCHOLAR

SPOTLIGHT

by Helen Thorp

What is a Fulbright Scholar?

The Fulbright Scholars program is a nationally funded visiting scholars program that provides grants to
approximately 850 foreign scholars from over 100 countries. These scholars can conduct post-doctoral
research at U.S. institutions for up to a full academic year, exposing them to new perspectives, research, and
teaching styles.

This year, Penn State has had the opportunity to host two incredibly successful Fulbright Scholars from the
Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv: Mariia Grytsenko and Oleksandr Gon. Hosted by the Slavic
Studies Program for the 2025-26 academic year, both scholars are contributing to campus life through a
unique combination of teaching and research. Although they are here on different Fulbright tracks, each has
made a lasting impact on the classroom by auditing and teaching various classes, and has expressed a deep
appreciation for all that Penn State has to offer.

Mariia Grytsenko joined Penn State as a Fulbright Scholar-in-Residence, a program through which the
university specifically applied to bring her to campus as an instructor. As a professional interpreter by
training, Grytsenko teaches translation studies in Ukraine and brings her real-world expertise directly into
her teaching here, offering students a unique perspective on language, communication, and global affairs.
Oleksandr Gon, who also specializes in translation studies, is at Penn State as a Fulbright Research Scholar.
“l teach theory and the practice of translation, but I’'m teaching for future diplomats,” Gon explained. During
his time here, he has been working on his Fulbright project, “Ezra Pound and Yurii Klen: Contexts of Two
Modern Unfinished Epics,” which explores Pound’s The Cantos (1917-1968) and Klen’s Popil Imperii (The Ashes
of Empires, 1943-1947), and the connections between them. What mattered to Gon was “getting involved in
American academia” while simultaneously working on his research and being involved in university life.

Why GLIS classes?

During his time as a Fulbright Scholar, Gon frequently audited GLIS 102, taught by Yuliya Ladygina, and
strongly recommends the course to students interested in global careers. As he puts it, “The course provides
a context of global affairs... it made everything make sense.” What can often feel complicated or
overwhelming becomes clearer when viewed through a broader lens, “Without the information you receive in
your GLIS class, it's very hard to make heads or tails of the situation at hand.” He also noted that Ladygina
excels at connecting current events to historical context, as well as linking individual conflicts through an
international lens. Reflecting on the value of GLIS courses, Gon emphasized that they “give you the entryway
into the international stage where history is being created.”
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FULBRIGHT SCHOLAR

SPOTLIGHT CONT.

by Helen Thorp

Advice From a Scholar...

Coming from Ukraine and navigating both academic and global challenges firsthand, their advice offers a
meaningful starting point for students wondering “what’s next?” Grytsenko emphasizes the importance of
balance, noting that “You have to be part dreamer, and part very practically minded person who knows what
they want.” Having a clear sense of your goals, as early as you can, helps shape a path forward.

She also highlighted the complexity of global conflict, explaining that “There is a logic behind global politics...
powers and superpowers vying for influence.” Rather than focusing only on individual events, she encourages
students to understand the larger systems at play. At the same time, she challenges oversimplified narratives,
reminding us that “You cannot justify one group’s suffering by saying others are suffering.” For students
interested in international work, she stresses the importance of recognizing and humanizing global issues.

Ask yourself, “What do you want?” Whether it’s diplomacy, economics, finance, or politics, the next step is
identifying the skills you need to get there. That might mean strengthening your language abilities, improving
communication skills, or gaining a deeper understanding of international law; these are the stepping stones to
working on the global stage. Grytsenko reminds students that she “cannot give you the recipe to success...you
have to build a plan and think long-term.”

What’s Next?

There is no single path to a global career, but through Penn State, there are plenty of ways to start. Both
scholars believe that the opportunities at Penn State are endless, whether it’s taking a GLIS course, learning a
new language, or just paying closer attention to what’s happening in the world. The key is taking advantage of
the opportunities while you have them. It all starts with asking yourself what you want and taking the steps to
make that dream a reality.
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APPROVED COURSES

FOR FALL 26

by Kaitlyn Stum

What Courses Have Been Approved?

Recently, the GLIS program updated its website with all of the pre-approved courses. Below is a listing of
courses that are highlighted according to feedback from GLIS students! However, remember there is always
the option to email the head of the department with the course syllabus and learning goals to see if it can be
approved to count for the major if it is not pre-approved.

Human Rights Pathway
Some courses Human Rights Pathway students can take include:

o« AFAM/HISTORY 211 Slavery and Freedom in the Black Atlantic
e AFR/GLIS 497 Gender and Human Rights in Africa

e CAS 321 Rhetoric and Law

e ENGL 312 Globality and Literature

e OLEAD 410 Leadership in a Global Context

e WMNST 200 Global Feminisms

Culture and Identity Pathway
Some courses Culture and ldentity Pathway students can take include:
e CMLIT 130 Banned Books: International and Comparative Perspectives
e HIST 424 Comparative Sports and Politics
e IT 130 Italian Culture and Civilization
e PLSC 428 Gender and Politics
e SOC-EPS 410 The Global Impact of Education
e WMNST 420W Gender and International Development

Global Conflict Pathway
Some courses Global Conflict Pathway students can take include:
e AFR/PLSC 443 Ethnic Conflict in Africa
e CAS 220 Persuasion
e LHR 437 Workplace Dispute Resolution
e PLSC 439 The Politics of Terrorism
e« SRA 111 Introduction to Security and Risk Analysis
e WMNST 350 Gender, War, and Militarism
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APPROVED COURSES

FOR FALL 2026 CONT.

by Kaitlyn Stum

Wealth and Inequality Pathway
Some courses Wealth and Inequality Pathway students can take include:

e AFR/PLSC/IB 440 Globalization and Its Implications

e GEOG 424W Geography of the Global Economy

e IB 403 International Business and National Policies

e PLSC 453 Political Processes in Underdeveloped Systems
e PUBPL 304W Public Policy Analysis

e SPAN 420 Spanish for Business and International Trade

Health and Environment Pathway
Some courses Health and Environment Pathway students can take include:

e ANTH 475H Anthropology of Food

o BIOET401Q Science, Ethics, Policy, and Law

e HIST 109 Introduction to US Environmental History
e PHIL 013 Nature and Environment

e SOC 150N Healthy People, Healthy Society

o WMNST 120 Sex, Gender, and the Body
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COURSE HIGHLIGHT

by Sabrina Lanning

CMLIT 130 Banned Books: International and
Comparative Perspectives
GLIS Culture and Identity

Many know that communications, art, and literature are (and have historically
been) under fire all over the world — including, and especially in, the present
United States. The practice of censorship of speech and expression is
documented as far back as the burning of the Library of Alexandria, to the Index
Librorum Prohibitorum of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, to the en
masse book burnings by the Nazi regime. The modern world still faces this
threat, all across the globe.

CMLIT 130 Banned Books: International and Comparative Perspectives is an
introductory class to the world of censorship. The course digs through history,
exploring the world’s most documented attempts at censorship — book banning.
Students will explore texts, learn to place texts in their specific cultural-social-
historical contexts, and make the connection between the text banned and the
state of the world around it.

This course serves to raise and answer questions such as, “Is censorship ever justifiable? How has censorship
been justified in the past? Who decides what material to censor? Who is censored? What are the categories for
justifying censorship throughout history?”

CMLIT 130 helps students develop analytical skills and expressive abilities through making connections
between history, culture, religion, language, social status, community, and identity to the practices of book
banning and state or community-sanctioned censorship.

The course is designed for any student interested in learning more — experience in literature not required.
CMLIT is offered both spring and fall semesters of 2026, taught this semester by Justin Halverson, a lecturer
in Spanish and Comparative Literature. The course fulfills credit requirements in the Culture and Identity
Pathway for GLIS undergraduates.

Class Attributes
e International Cultures (IL)
e General Education: Humanities (GH)
e GenEd Learning Objective: Global Learning
e GenEd Learning Objective: Key Literacies

Prerequisites Required: None
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Sabrina Lanning

Content Writer
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Human Rights pathway
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Fourth-Year

Jasmin Tanner
Content Writer

GLIS major
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Fourth-year

Kaitlyn Stum
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GLIS and Italian majors
Global Conflict pathway
Political Science and
Global Security minors
Third-Year

Helen Thorp

Content Writer

GLIS major

Global Conflict pathway
French major

Second-Year

This publication is available in alternative media on request. Penn State is an equal opportunity employer and is committed to providing
employment opportunities to all qualified applicants without regard to race, color, religion, age, sex, sexual orientation Our events and programs are
open to all students regardless of sex, gender, sexual orientation, race, or any other protected class. The College of the Liberal Arts is committed to
building a community of belonging for all. UBR CLA 26-244
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