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Hel lo !  Welcome to  the  March  ed i t ion  o f  the  G loba l  and  In ternat iona l

Stud ies  Newsle t ter  fo r  the  2025–26 school  year.  In  th is  i ssue ,  I

c reated  a  l i s t  o f  approved courses  for  the  upcoming fa l l  2026

semester,  and  He len  Thorp  in terv iewed members  o f  the  Fu lbr ight

Fe l lowsh ip  here  on  campus .  Eugene has  compi led  a  l i s t  o f  GL IS  and

L ibera l  Ar ts  program events  that  a re  upcoming for  s tudents  to  a t tend ,

and Sabr ina  has  h igh l ighted  a  course !  March ’s  i ssue  h igh l ights  a  lo t  o f

d i f fe rent  in format ion  for  a l l  GL IS  majors /minors  for  the  upcoming

months !   

The  March  i ssue  was  so  much fun  to  c reate ,  and  I  cannot  wa i t  fo r  you

a l l  to  have  the  chance  to  read  i t .  I ’m so  lucky  that  I  have  the  pr iv i lege

to  work  wi th  such  a  d iverse  team of  wr i te rs  and  to  serve  as  a  vo ice  for

s tor ies  wa i t ing  to  be  to ld  f rom around the  wor ld  and  Penn Sta te

campuses .

I f  you  have  any  feedback  or  would  l ike  to  submi t  a  s tory,  p lease  emai l

g l i s@psu .edu .  We look  forward  to  hear ing  f rom you  and cannot  wa i t  to

cont inue  shar ing  s tor ies  and  exper iences  in  GL IS !
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Mark  your  ca lendars  for  the  GL IS  Spr ing  Ce lebrat ion !  

Jo in  us  as  we honor  our  graduates  and  present  awards  in

recogn i t ion  o f  the i r  outs tand ing  ach ievements .  The  ce lebrat ion  i s

not  on ly  a  p la t form to  app laud our  graduates  but  a lso  an

oppor tun i ty  fo r  GL IS  majors  to  ming le  and  bu i ld  connect ions  wi th in

our  communi ty .

GLIS Spring Celebration

Wednesday ,  Apri l  29 2026 |  5 :00 p .m .

233 AB HUB -Robeson Center 

Global  Leaders  o f  Penn S tate ,  the  GL IS  major  news le t ter ,  i s  look ing  for

s tudents  to  jo in  the  news le t ter  team as  content  wr i te rs .  I f  you  want  to

get  invo lved  and jo in  the  team ,  emai l  us  a t  g l i s@psu .edu .

Join the team !

Content Writers Wanted !

mailto:glis@psu.edu


Global  Leaders of  Penn State |  Page 2

TUESDAY,
MARCH

31
Tyrannical  Powers :  Contest ing Freedom and Tyranny in

the Age of  Milton
Noon–1 :00 p .m .

Locat ion :  124 Sparks  Bui ld ing

This ta lk examines a cr i t ical  per iod in Western history and l i terary cul ture when the
interconnected keywords and concepts of  “ f reedom”  and “ tyranny”  were bi t ter ly
contested ,  redef ined and recreated ,  and ,  in  some cases ,  re imagined .  David Loewenstein
wi l l  be ta lk ing about the Engl ish Revolut ion in the middle of  the seventeenth century ,  a
per iod when press censorship largely col lapsed ,  usher ing in a new age of  “ f ree wri t ing
and free speaking” .  Lowenstein 's ta lk a ims to i l luminate how these concepts became a
major batt leground in seventeenth -century England ,  a  crucia l  per iod in Western history
and cul ture for  understanding the ways these keywords and ideas were contested ,  much
as they cont inue to be in our own world .

r

by Eugene Choi

Penn Sta te  L ibera l  Ar ts  has  a  lo t  o f  un ique  upcoming events  fo r  March .  Here  i s  a  snapshot  o f

a  few events  that  a re  tak ing  p lace .  Head to  the  Penn State  L ibera l  Ar ts  Calendar  fo r  more

in format ion  on  these  events .
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E V E N T S

THRUSDAY,
MARCH 

26
The Mary E .  Rol l ing Reading Series presents Tyler Mil ls

Locat ion :  Foster  Audi tor ium ,  102 Paterno L ibrary ,  140 Curta in  Road

Time :  6 :00–7 :30 p .m .

Tyler  Mi l ls  is  a poet ,  essayist ,  and educator .  Her memoir  The Bomb Cloud (Unbound
Edit ion Press 2024 )  earned a starred review in Publ ishers Weekly and was awarded a
Café  Royal  Cultural  Foundat ion NYC Li terature Award and has been excerpted in AGNI ,
Brevi ty ,  Bennington Review ,  River Teeth ,  and The Rumpus ,  and won the Copper Nickel
Editor ’s Pr ize in Prose .  Her poetry guidebook ,  Poetry Studio ,  was publ ished by the
Univers i ty  of  Akron Press in 2024 .  She teaches for  the Wri t ing Inst i tute at  Sarah Lawrence
Col lege .

https://events.la.psu.edu/
https://events.la.psu.edu/event/rolling-reading-series-tyler-mills/
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What  is  a  Fulbr ight  Scholar?  

The Fu lbr ight  Scho lars  program is  a  nat iona l ly  funded v is i t ing  scho lars  program that  prov ides  grants  to

approx imate ly  850 fore ign  scho lars  f rom over  100 count r ies .  These  scho lars  can  conduct  post -doctora l

research  a t  U .S .  ins t i tu t ions  for  up  to  a  fu l l  academic  year,  expos ing  them to  new perspect ives ,  research ,  and

teach ing  s ty les .  

Th is  year,  Penn  Sta te  has  had  the  oppor tun i ty  to  host  two incred ib ly  success fu l  Fu lbr ight  Scho lars  f rom the

Taras  Shevchenko Nat iona l  Un ivers i ty  o f  Ky iv :  Mar i ia  Gry tsenko and Oleksandr  Gon .  Hosted  by  the  S lav ic

Stud ies  Program for  the  2025–26 academic  year,  both  scho lars  a re  cont r ibut ing  to  campus  l i fe  th rough a

un ique  combinat ion  o f  teach ing  and research .  A l though they  are  here  on  d i f fe rent  Fu lbr ight  t racks ,  each  has

made a  las t ing  impact  on  the  c lassroom by  aud i t ing  and teach ing  var ious  c lasses ,  and  has  expressed a  deep

apprec ia t ion  for  a l l  that  Penn Sta te  has  to  o f fer.  

Mar i ia  Gry tsenko jo ined  Penn Sta te  as  a  Fu lbr ight  Scho lar - in -Res idence ,  a  program through which  the

un ivers i ty  spec i f i ca l l y  app l ied  to  br ing  her  to  campus  as  an  ins t ruc tor.  As  a  pro fess iona l  in terpreter  by

t ra in ing ,  Gry tsenko teaches  t rans la t ion  s tud ies  in  Ukra ine  and br ings  her  rea l -wor ld  exper t i se  d i rec t ly  in to

her  teach ing  here ,  o f fe r ing  s tudents  a  un ique  perspect ive  on  language ,  communicat ion ,  and  g loba l  a f fa i rs .

Oleksandr  Gon ,  who a lso  spec ia l i zes  in  t rans la t ion  s tud ies ,  i s  a t  Penn Sta te  as  a  Fu lbr ight  Research  Scho lar.

“ I  teach  theory  and  the  prac t ice  o f  t rans la t ion ,  but  I ’m teach ing  for  fu ture  d ip lomats ,”  Gon  exp la ined .  Dur ing

h is  t ime here ,  he  has  been work ing  on  h is  Fu lbr ight  pro jec t ,  “Ezra  Pound and Yur i i  K len :  Contexts  o f  Two

Modern  Unf in ished Ep ics ,”  wh ich  exp lores  Pound ’s  The Cantos  ( 1917– 1968 )  and  K len ’s  Popi l  Imper i i  (The Ashes

of  Empi res ,  1943– 1947 ) ,  and  the  connect ions  between them .  What  mat tered  to  Gon was  “get t ing  invo lved  in

Amer ican  academia”  wh i le  s imul taneous ly  work ing  on  h is  research  and be ing  invo lved  in  un ivers i ty  l i fe .

Why GLIS  c lasses?   

Dur ing  h is  t ime as  a  Fu lbr ight  Scho lar,  Gon  f requent ly  aud i ted  GL IS  102 ,  taught  by  Yu l iya  Ladyg ina ,  and

st rong ly  recommends  the  course  to  s tudents  in teres ted  in  g loba l  careers .  As  he  puts  i t ,  “The course  prov ides

a  context  o f  g loba l  a f fa i rs…  i t  made every th ing  make sense .”  What  can  o f ten  fee l  compl ica ted  or

overwhelming  becomes c learer  when v iewed through a  broader  lens ,  “Without  the  in format ion  you  rece ive  in

your  GL IS  c lass ,  i t 's  very  hard  to  make heads  or  ta i l s  o f  the  s i tuat ion  a t  hand .”  He  a lso  noted  that  Ladyg ina

exce ls  a t  connect ing  cur rent  events  to  h is tor ica l  context ,  as  wel l  as  l ink ing  ind iv idua l  conf l i c ts  th rough an

in ternat iona l  lens .  Ref lec t ing  on  the  va lue  o f  GL IS  courses ,  Gon  emphas ized  that  they  “give  you  the  ent ryway

in to  the  in ternat iona l  s tage  where  h is tory  i s  be ing  c reated .”
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by Helen Thorp   
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F U L B R I G H T  S C H O L A R

S P O T L I G H T  
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by Helen Thorp   

Advice  From a  Scholar…  

Coming f rom Ukra ine  and nav igat ing  both  academic  and  g loba l  cha l lenges  f i r s thand ,  the i r  adv ice  o f fers  a

meaningfu l  s ta r t ing  po in t  fo r  s tudents  wonder ing  “what ’s  next?”  Gry tsenko emphas izes  the  impor tance  o f

ba lance ,  not ing  that  “You have  to  be  par t  d reamer ,  and  par t  very  prac t ica l l y  minded person  who knows what

they  want . ”  Hav ing  a  c lear  sense  o f  your  goa ls ,  as  ear ly  as  you  can ,  he lps  shape a  path  forward .

She a lso  h igh l ighted  the  complex i ty  o f  g loba l  conf l i c t ,  exp la in ing  that  “There  i s  a  log ic  beh ind  g loba l  po l i t i cs…

powers  and  superpowers  vy ing  for  in f luence . ”  Rather  than  focus ing  on ly  on  ind iv idua l  events ,  she  encourages

students  to  unders tand the  la rger  sys tems a t  p lay .  A t  the  same t ime ,  she  cha l lenges  overs impl i f ied  nar ra t ives ,

remind ing  us  that  “You cannot  jus t i f y  one  group ’s  su f fer ing  by  say ing  o thers  a re  su f fer ing . ”  For  s tudents

in teres ted  in  in ternat iona l  work ,  she  s t resses  the  impor tance  o f  recogn iz ing  and humaniz ing  g loba l  i ssues .  

Ask  yourse l f ,  “What  do  you  want?”  Whether  i t ’s  d ip lomacy ,  economics ,  f inance ,  o r  po l i t i cs ,  the  next  s tep  i s

ident i fy ing  the  sk i l l s  you  need to  get  there .  That  might  mean s t rengthen ing  your  language ab i l i t ies ,  improv ing

communicat ion  sk i l l s ,  o r  ga in ing  a  deeper  unders tand ing  o f  in ternat iona l  law ;  these  are  the  s tepp ing  s tones  to

work ing  on  the  g loba l  s tage .  Gry tsenko reminds  s tudents  that  she  “cannot  g ive  you  the  rec ipe  to  success…you

have  to  bu i ld  a  p lan  and th ink  long - te rm . ”

What ’s  Next?  

There  i s  no  s ing le  path  to  a  g loba l  career ,  but  th rough Penn Sta te ,  there  are  p lenty  o f  ways  to  s tar t .  Both

scho lars  be l ieve  that  the  oppor tun i t ies  a t  Penn S ta te  are  end less ,  whether  i t ’s  tak ing  a  GL IS  course ,  learn ing  a

new language ,  o r  jus t  pay ing  c loser  a t tent ion  to  what ’s  happening  in  the  wor ld .  The  key  i s  tak ing  advantage o f

the  oppor tun i t ies  whi le  you  have  them .  I t  a l l  s ta r ts  w i th  ask ing  yourse l f  what  you  want  and  tak ing  the  s teps  to

make that  dream a  rea l i ty .  

F U L B R I G H T  S C H O L A RF U L B R I G H T  S C H O L A R

S P O T L I G H T  C O N T .S P O T L I G H T  C O N T .   

F U L B R I G H T  S C H O L A R

S P O T L I G H T  C O N T .  
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What  Courses  Have Been Approved?

Recent ly,  the  GL IS  program updated  i t s  webs i te  wi th  a l l  o f  the  pre -approved courses .  Be low is  a  l i s t ing  o f

courses  that  a re  h igh l ighted  accord ing  to  feedback  f rom GL IS  s tudents !  However,  remember  there  i s  a lways

the  opt ion  to  emai l  the  head o f  the  depar tment  wi th  the  course  sy l labus  and learn ing  goa ls  to  see  i f  i t  can  be

approved to  count  fo r  the  major  i f  i t  i s  not  pre -approved .  

Culture  and Ident i ty  Pathway

Some courses  Cu l ture  and  Ident i ty  Pathway  s tudents  can  take  inc lude :

CMLIT  130 Banned Books :  In ternat iona l  and  Comparat ive  Perspect ives

HIST  424 Comparat ive  Spor ts  and  Po l i t i cs

IT  130  I ta l ian  Cu l ture  and  C iv i l i za t ion

PLSC 428 Gender  and  Po l i t i cs

SOC -EPS 410  The  G loba l  Impact  o f  Educat ion

WMNST 420W Gender  and  In ternat iona l  Deve lopment

Some courses  Human R ights  Pathway  s tudents  can  take  inc lude :

AFAM /HISTORY 211  S lavery  and  Freedom in  the  B lack  At lant ic

AFR /GLIS  497  Gender  and  Human R ights  in  A f r i ca

CAS 321  Rhetor ic  and  Law

ENGL 312  G loba l i ty  and  L i te ra ture

OLEAD 410  Leadersh ip  in  a  G loba l  Context  

WMNST 200 G loba l  Femin isms

Human Rights  Pathway

Global  Conf l ic t  Pathway

Some courses  G loba l  Conf l i c t  Pathway  s tudents  can  take  inc lude :

AFR /PLSC 443 E thn ic  Conf l i c t  in  Af r i ca

CAS 220 Persuas ion  

LHR 437  Workp lace  D ispute  Reso lu t ion

PLSC 439 The  Po l i t i cs  o f  Ter ror i sm

SRA 1 1 1  In t roduct ion  to  Secur i ty  and  R isk  Ana lys is

WMNST 350 Gender,  War,  and  Mi l i ta r i sm
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Some courses  Weal th  and  Inequa l i ty  Pathway  s tudents  can  take  inc lude :

AFR /PLSC / IB  440 G loba l i za t ion  and I t s  Impl ica t ions

GEOG 424W Geography  o f  the  G loba l  Economy

IB  403 In ternat iona l  Bus iness  and  Nat iona l  Po l i c ies

PLSC 453 Po l i t i ca l  P rocesses  in  Underdeve loped Sys tems

PUBPL 304W Publ ic  Po l i cy  Ana lys is

SPAN 420 Span ish  for  Bus iness  and  In ternat iona l  T rade

Wealth  and Inequal i ty  Pathway

Some courses  Hea l th  and  Env i ronment  Pathway  s tudents  can  take  inc lude :

ANTH 475H Anthropo logy  o f  Food

BIOET401Q Sc ience ,  E th ics ,  Po l i cy ,  and  Law

HIST  109 In t roduct ion  to  US Env i ronmenta l  H is tory

PHIL  013  Nature  and Env i ronment

SOC 150N Hea l thy  People ,  Hea l thy  Soc ie ty

WMNST 120 Sex ,  Gender ,  and  the  Body

Health  and Envi ronment  Pathway
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Many know that  communicat ions ,  a r t ,  and  l i te ra ture  are  (and have  h is tor ica l l y

been )  under  f i re  a l l  over  the  wor ld  –  inc lud ing ,  and  espec ia l l y  in ,  the  present

Uni ted  S ta tes .  The  prac t ice  o f  censorsh ip  o f  speech  and express ion  i s

documented as  fa r  back  as  the  burn ing  o f  the  L ibrary  o f  A lexandr ia ,  to  the  Index

L ibrorum Proh ib i torum of  the  s ix teenth  and seventeenth  centur ies ,  to  the  en

masse  book  burn ings  by  the  Naz i  reg ime .  The  modern  wor ld  s t i l l  faces  th is

threat ,  a l l  ac ross  the  g lobe .
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by Sabr ina  Lanning  

CMLIT 130 Banned Books :  International  and

Comparative Perspectives

GLIS Culture and Identity

Class  At t r ibutes

In ternat iona l  Cu l tures  ( I L )

Genera l  Educat ion :  Humani t ies  (GH )

GenEd Learn ing  Object ive :  G loba l  Learn ing

GenEd Learn ing  Object ive :  Key  L i te rac ies

Prerequis i tes  Required :  None

C O U R S E  H I G H L I G H TC O U R S E  H I G H L I G H TC O U R S E  H I G H L I G H T

CMLIT  130 Banned Books :  In ternat iona l  and  Comparat ive  Perspect ives  i s  an

in t roductory  c lass  to  the  wor ld  o f  censorsh ip .  The  course  d igs  th rough h is tory ,

exp lor ing  the  wor ld ’s  most  documented a t tempts  a t  censorsh ip  –  book  bann ing .

Students  wi l l  exp lore  tex ts ,  learn  to  p lace  tex ts  in  the i r  spec i f i c  cu l tu ra l -soc ia l -

his tor ica l  contexts ,  and  make the  connect ion  between the  tex t  banned and the

sta te  o f  the  wor ld  around i t .

Th is  course  serves  to  ra ise  and answer  quest ions  such  as ,  “ I s  censorsh ip  ever  jus t i f iab le?  How has  censorsh ip

been jus t i f ied  in  the  past?  Who dec ides  what  mater ia l  to  censor?  Who i s  censored?  What  a re  the  categor ies  for

jus t i f y ing  censorsh ip  th roughout  h is tory?”

CMLIT  130 he lps  s tudents  deve lop  ana ly t i ca l  sk i l l s  and  express ive  ab i l i t ies  th rough mak ing  connect ions

between h is tory ,  cu l tu re ,  re l ig ion ,  l anguage ,  soc ia l  s ta tus ,  communi ty ,  and  ident i ty  to  the  prac t ices  o f  book

bann ing  and s ta te  or  communi ty -sanct ioned censorsh ip .

The course  i s  des igned for  any  s tudent  in teres ted  in  learn ing  more  –  exper ience  in  l i te ra ture  not  requ i red .

CMLIT  i s  o f fered  both  spr ing  and fa l l  semesters  o f  2026 ,  taught  th is  semester  by  Jus t in  Ha lverson ,  a  lec turer

in  Span ish  and Comparat ive  L i te ra ture .  The  course  fu l f i l l s  c red i t  requ i rements  in  the  Cu l ture  and Ident i ty

Pathway  for  GL IS  undergraduates .
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This  publ icat ion  is  avai lable  in  a l ternat ive  media  on  request .  Penn  S ta te  i s  an  equa l  oppor tun i ty  employer  and  i s  commit ted  to  prov id ing

employment  oppor tun i t ies  to  a l l  qua l i f ied  app l icants  wi thout  regard  to  race ,  co lor ,  re l ig ion ,  age ,  sex ,  sexua l  o r ienta t ion  Our  events  and  programs are

open to  a l l  s tudents  regard less  o f  sex ,  gender ,  sexua l  o r ienta t ion ,  race ,  o r  any  o ther  protected  c lass .  The  Co l lege  o f  the  L ibera l  Ar ts  i s  commit ted  to

bu i ld ing  a  communi ty  o f  be long ing  for  a l l .  UBR CLA 26 -244
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