
by Cynthia  Wang ,  Managing Edi tor

Hel lo !  Welcome to  the  September  ed i t ion  o f  the  G loba l  and

In ternat iona l  S tud ies  Newsle t ter  fo r  the  2025–26 school  year .

Since  th is  i s  the  f i r s t  i ssue  for  the  schoo l  year ,  I ’m ecsta t ic  to

in t roduce  new members  o f  the  news le t ter  team .  My  name is

Cynth ia  and  I ’m the  managing  ed i tor !  I  can ’ t  wa i t  to  work  wi th  my

amaz ing  team of  wr i te rs !  I  want  to  welcome back  Fa i th  Turnbu l l

who wi l l  be  wr i t ing  a  course  h igh l ight ,  and  in t roduce  Eugene

Choi ,  and  Cather ine  Go ldberg  who are  wr i t ing  about  why  they

chose  GL IS .  

I f  you  have  any  feedback  or  would  l ike  to  submi t  a  s tory ,  p lease

emai l  gl is@psu .edu .  We look  forward  to  hear ing  f rom you ,  and

cannot  wa i t  to  cont inue  shar ing  s tor ies  and  exper iences  in  GL IS !  
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L ibrar ies  a re  the  foundat ion  o f  democrac ies .  Th is  summer ,  I  had

the  pr iv i lege  o f  vo lunteer ing  a t  the  New York  Pub l ic  L ibrary -

Stephen A .  Schwarzman Bu i ld ing  as  an  event  vo lunteer .  Located

in  the  hear t  o f  New York  C i ty ,  the  l ib rary  funct ions  not  on ly  as  a

loca l  a rch ive  o f  knowledge but  a lso  as  a  g loba l  cu l tu ra l  hub .  The

Schwarzman Bu i ld ing  branch  o f  the  New York  Pub l ic  L ibrary  i s

home to  research  co l lec t ions  that  span  centur ies  and  cont inents ,

f rom anc ient  manuscr ip ts  to  contemporary  g loba l  a rch ives .

Dur ing  my t ime as  an  event  vo lunteer ,  I  saw f i r s thand how the

l ib rary  a t t rac ts  an  aud ience  as  d iverse  as  the  c i ty  i t se l f .  
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Vis i tors  ha i led  f rom every  corner  o f  the  wor ld—scho lars  research ing  in ternat iona l  top ics ,  and  New

Yorkers  engaging  wi th  s tor ies  that  connect  them to  broader  g loba l  nar ra t ives .  My  respons ib i l i t ies  as  an

event  vo lunteer  were  to  moni tor  ent ry  and  ex i t  po in ts  in  order  to  ensure  smooth  t ra f f i c  f low and to

coord inate  wi th  l ib rary  s ta f f  and  secur i ty  to  t roub leshoot  i ssues  shou ld  they  ar i se .  I  a l so  ass is ted  wi th

l ine  management  dur ing  h igh  a t tendance  events .  Perhaps  the  most  insp i r ing  aspect  o f  vo lunteer ing

there  was  rea l i z ing  how an  ins t i tu t ion  in  the  hear t  o f   New York  C i ty  can  ac t  as  a  cu l tu ra l  b r idge .  The

l ib rary  hosts  lec tures  on  wor ld  h is tory ,  exh ib i t ions  h igh l ight ing  g loba l  a r t i s t i c  t rad i t ions ,  and

conversat ions  on  press ing  in ternat iona l  i ssues .  He lp ing  to  welcome guests  and  or ient  them wi th in  the

space  made me fee l  l i ke  par t  o f  a  much la rger  d ia logue—one that  ex tends  outs ide  o f  the  l ib rary .  For

s tudents  in  the  G loba l  and  In ternat iona l  S tud ies  program ,  the  Schwarzman Bu i ld ing  represents  an  idea l

in tersect ion  o f  loca l  serv ice  and g loba l  perspect ive .  I t  serves  as  a  reminder  that  l ib rar ies  a ren ’ t  jus t

arch ives ,  but  l i v ing  ins t i tu t ions  where  ideas  spread f ree ly .  In  the  hear t  o f  New York  C i ty ,  I  found myse l f

not  on ly  serv ing  my communi ty  but  a lso  par t i c ipat ing  in  a  g loba l  conversat ion .

By Cynthia  Wang



W H Y  G L I S ?

By Eugene Choi

Eugene d idn ’ t  know the  GL IS  major  ex is ted  when she  entered  The

Col lege  o f  the  L ibera l  Ar ts .  She  s tar ted  as  a  psycho logy  major ,

par t icu lar ly  in teres ted  in  soc ia l  psycho logy .  As  she  took  more

c lasses  and  exp lored  d i f fe rent  majors  a t  Penn S ta te ,  she  was

drawn to  s tudy ing  in ternat iona l  a f fa i rs  and  soc ia l  sc iences .  The

Globa l  and  In ternat iona l  S tud ies  program is  su i ted  for  s tudents  l i ke

Eugene ,  who wishes  to  s tudy  in ternat iona l  a f fa i rs  wh i le  s tudy ing

other  soc ia l  sc ience  sub jec ts .  Fur thermore ,  the  program of fers

s tudents  oppor tun i ty  to  s tudy  f i ve  d i f fe rent  academic  pathways .

Each  o f  the  pathways  teaches  s tudents  how to  become g loba l

leaders  in  var ious  academic  f ie lds .  

Eugene i s  on  her  way  to  pursu ing  her  dream of  becoming human r ights  lawyer  a t  NGOs through tak ing

courses  for  the  Human R ights  Pathway .  As  a  Korean  in ternat iona l  s tudent ,  she  was  hes i tant  to  exp lore  a

new wor ld  and  boundar ies  in  Un i ted  S ta tes .  However ,  she  began to  exper ience  d i f fe rent  cu l tu res  and

impor tance  o f  human r ights  a f ter  she  s tar ted  to  major  in  GL IS .  Cur rent ly ,  Eugene i s  broaden ing  her

knowledge o f  Human R ights  S tud ies  by  tak ing  courses  o f fered  in  h is tory ,  psycho logy ,  and  po l i t i ca l

sc ience .  She  hopes  to  cont inue  her  academic  journey  by  learn ing  new languages  and cu l tures  th rough

exchange programs .  

An  advantage o f  jo in ing  the  GL IS  program is  that  i t  i s  not  l im i ted  and can  be  app l ied  to  any  f ie ld  o f

s tud ies .  There  are  f i ve  pathways ,  wh ich  are  Human R ights ,  Cu l ture  and  Ident i ty ,  G loba l  Conf l i c t ,  Wea l th

and Inequa l i ty ,  and  Hea l th  and  Env i ronment .  Whether  you  are  STEM major ,  l ibera l  a r ts  major ,  o r  bus iness

major ,  GL IS  wi l l  be  great  cho ice  for  any  s tudent  who wishes  to  cha l lenge themselves  to  become bet ter /

Eugene Choi ‘26 

Global  and International  Studies

Human Rights Pathway 
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Cather ine  chose  GL IS  as  one  o f  her  majors  because  the  knowledge you  rece ive  f rom

a GL IS  degree  ensures  you  have  sk i l l s  to  tack le  g loba l  cha l lenges  in  the  work force .

Cather ine  has  a lways  had  a  s t rong in teres t  in  top ics  such  as  d ip lomacy ,  h i s tory ,  and

g loba l  conf l i c ts ,  wh ich  i s  why  GL IS  was  the  per fec t  cho ice  for  a  double  major .  She

star ted  as  jus t  a  h is tory  major  but  rea l i zed  she  wanted  to  double  major  in  someth ing

that  would  nar row down her  career  in teres ts .  A f ter  tak ing  GL IS  102  in  the  beg inn ing

of  her  sophomore  year ,  Cather ine  knew GL IS  was  the  per fec t  f i t  fo r  her .  Not  jus t

learn ing  about  pas t  and  cur rent  g loba l  conf l i c ts  but  immers ing  herse l f  in  d i f fe rent

cu l tures  i s  one  o f  the  ways  GL IS  c lasses  are  taught  and  Cather ine  be l ieves  she  has

grown as  a  s tudent  and  a  person  because  o f  i t .  Cather ine  was  fur ther  persuaded to

add GL IS  because  o f  the  ab i l i t y  to  p ick  a  spec i f i c  pathway  she  was  in teres ted  in  to

focus  even  more  on  her  in teres ts .  Cather ine  chose  the  G loba l  Conf l i c ts  Pathway

wi th in  GL IS  because  she  i s  in teres ted  in  in ternat iona l  a id ,  as  wel l  as  the  Un i ted

States ’s  d ip lomat ic  re la t ions  wi th  o ther  count r ies .  

To  cont inue ,  Cather ine  i s  very  happy  she  chose  GL IS  because  o f  how encouraged i t  i s

wi th in  the  major  to  s tudy  abroad for  any  length  o f  t ime .  Cather ine  has  a lways  wanted

to  s tudy  abroad ,  g iven  her  pass ion  for  g loba l  s tud ies ,  but  was  worr ied  that  w i th  her

course  load  she  wouldn ’ t  be  ab le  to .  Thankfu l l y  her  GL IS  adv iser  has  worked wi th  her

every  s tep  o f  the  way  to  make sure  that  Cather ine  took  the  r ight  c lasses  in  order  to

s tudy  abroad when she  wanted  to ,  and  i t  pa id  o f f  because  she  was  recent ly  accepted

in to  the  s tudy  abroad program of  her  cho ice .  Overa l l ,  Cather ine  be l ieves  that

major ing  in  GL IS  was  a  great  dec is ion  for  her  and  has  he lped her  nar row in  on  what

she  wants  to  do  once  she  graduates .  Cather ine  would  recommend the  GL IS  major  to

any  s tudent  who i s  pass ionate  about  g loba l  i ssues  and a f fa i rs .

W H Y  G L I S ?
By Cather ine  Goldberg

Cather ine  Goldberg  ‘27

History  and Global  and Internat ional  Studies

Global  Conf l ic ts  Pathway
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C O U R S E  S P O T L I G H T  +  A B R O A D
O P P O R T U N I T Y  

By Fai th  Turnbul l
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I  persona l ly  went  on  th is  t r ip  my  f reshman year ,  spr ing  2023 ,  and

abso lu te ly  loved i t !  As  a  GL IS  minor ,  I  found th is  oppor tun i ty  to  be

incred ib ly  reward ing .  Th is  course  a l lowed me to  ga in  f i r s t -hand

exper ience  in  cu l tu res  d i f fe rent  f rom my own .  I  was  ab le  to  app ly

what  I  learned in  a  c lassroom set t ing  to  rea l -wor ld  scenar ios .  As  th is

oppor tun i ty  spans  across  severa l  German courses ,  th i s  exper ience

a l lowed me to  connect  w i th  severa l  o ther  s tudents  in teres ted  in

learn ing  German .  I  s t i l l  re ference  my t ime on  th is  t r ip  th ree  years

la ter !

Th is  embedded program of fers  the  oppor tun i ty  o f  a  l i fe t ime .  I t  p rov ides  an  immers ive

educat iona l  exper ience  that  enhances  language learn ing  in  a  meaningfu l  and  las t ing  way .  By

be ing  phys ica l l y  present  in  German -speak ing  env i ronments ,  s tudents  can  prac t ice  the i r

language sk i l l s  in  authent ic ,  everyday  contexts ,  re in forc ing  vocabu lary  and  grammar  through

rea l -wor ld  app l ica t ion .  For  s tudents  s tudy ing  GL IS  or  those  s imply  in teres ted  in  expanding

the i r  wor ldv iew ,  th i s  t r ip  prov ides  a  un ique  p la t form for  connect ing  c lassroom knowledge wi th

l i ved  exper ience ,  a l l  wh i le  fo rming  las t ing  f r iendsh ips  wi th  peers  who share  s imi la r  academic

in teres ts .

The Penn Sta te  German depar tment  i s  once  aga in  o f fer ing  an

incred ib le  oppor tun i ty  to  go  abroad !  I f  you  are  a  s tudent  p lann ing  on

enro l l ing  in  German 1 ,  German 2 ,  German 3 ,  o r  German 201  for  spr ing

2026 ,  then  you  are  e l ig ib le  to  par t i c ipate  in  the  Spr ing  Break

embedded course  opt ion .  Th is  course  i s  a  week - long  t r ip  that  inc ludes

a i r fa re ,  hote ls ,  b reakfas ts ,  t ranspor ta t ion ,  museum ent r ies ,  and  a

day - t r ip  to  Sa lzburg ,  Aus t r ia ,  a l l  fo r  on ly  $2 ,300 .  For  the  program to

occur ,  they  requ i re  a  min imum of  twe lve  s tudents ,  so  i f  you ’ re  not

cur rent ly  enro l led  in  a  German course  but  p lan  to  be  enro l led  in  one

in  the  Spr ing  2026 semester ,  emai l  P ro fessor  F inch  a t

j f f5582@psu .edu to  be  put  on  the  emai l  l i s t  fo r  updates .   

GER 001 ,  GER 002 ,  GER 003 ,  and GER 201

Spr ing  Break Embedded Program



This  publ icat ion  is  avai lable  in  a l ternat ive  media  on  request .  Penn  S ta te  i s  an  equa l  oppor tun i ty  employer  and  i s  commit ted  to  prov id ing

employment  oppor tun i t ies  to  a l l  qua l i f ied  app l icants  wi thout  regard  to  race ,  co lor ,  re l ig ion ,  age ,  sex ,  sexua l  o r ienta t ion  Our  events  and  programs are

open to  a l l  s tudents  regard less  o f  sex ,  gender ,  sexua l  o r ienta t ion ,  race ,  o r  any  o ther  protected  c lass .  The  Co l lege  o f  the  L ibera l  Ar ts  i s  commit ted  to

bu i ld ing  a  communi ty  o f  be long ing  for  a l l .  UBR CLA 25 -544

Global Leaders of Penn State  is looking content writers!

If you are interested in joining the team,  please email us at glis@psu.edu.

Eugene Choi

Content Writer

GLIS and Psychology majors

 Human Rights pathway

Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality

Studies and Chinese minors

Fourth-Year

Catherine Goldberg

Content Writer

GLIS and History majors

Global Conflict pathway

Third-Year
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Cynthia Wang

Managing Editor

GLIS major

Culture and Identity pathway

Teaching English to Speakers of Other

Languages minor

Fourth-Year

Norma Sannon

Content Writer

GLIS major

 Human Rights pathway

Civic and Community

Engagement minor

Fourth-Year

Faith Turnbull

Content Writer

Public Relations major

GLIS, German, and DMTA minors

Fourth-Year


