
by Lauren Forbes,  Managing Editor
WELCOME

Welcome to  the  graduat ion  i ssue! .Over  the  2024–25 academic
year ,  we’ve  en joyed shar ing  s tor ies  f rom the  GL IS  communi ty .
A t  the  end o f  every  schoo l  year ,  we ded icate  the  las t  i ssue  to
the  GL IS  graduat ing  c lass .  In  th is  i ssue ,  we have
congratu la t ions  and  warm wishes  f rom the  GL IS  d i rec tor ,
facu l ty ,  and  academic  adv iser .  We a lso  have  a  le t ter  f rom our
graduat ing  news le t ter  team member  Lauren  Forbes ,
in format ion  about  the  c lass  o f  2025,  a  spot l ight  on  the  GL IS
Student  Marsha l ,  and  graduates  in  the i r  own words .

The  GL IS  news le t ter  team congratu la tes  our  graduat ing  c lass
on  the i r  success  dur ing  the i r  co l lege  exper ience  and mak ing
the  most  o f  the i r  t ime as  Penn S ta ters .  To  the  graduates ,  we
wish  you  luck  and to  the  res t  o f  the  GL IS  communi ty ,  have  a
great  summer !  We’ l l  see  you  in  the  fa l l .
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C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S  F R O M  T H E
G L I S  D I R E C T O R

I  am in  awe of  your  perseverance  and res i l ience ,  as  you  are  members
of  a  generat ion  that  became adu l ts  in  the  waning  years  o f  the
pandemic .  Your  enthus iasm for  face- to - face  educat ion ,
ex t racur r icu lar  events ,  and  communi ty  invo lvement  makes  your
journey  to  th is  moment  o f  your  co l lege  exper ience  t ru ly  spec ia l .

Your  fo r t i tude  through tough t imes  has  led  you  to  va lue  the  L ibera l  Ar ts  and  G loba l  and  In ternat iona l
S tud ies .  The  broad-based educat ion  that  you  have  chosen wi l l  serve  you  wel l  in  the  uncer ta in  fu tures
upon which  you  embark .  Cur rent  po l i t i cs  as ide ,  we know f rom h is tor ica l  s tud ies  that  economies  tend  to
ebb and f low,  and  that  s tudents  wi th  a  L ibera l  Ar ts  educat ion  tend  to  do  bet ter  a t  re too l ing  to  re imagine
themselves  and the i r  careers  anew dur ing  t imes  o f  economic  downturn  than  those  in  o ther  d isc ip l ines .
The  gr i t  and  c reat iv i ty  that  a  L ibera l  Ar ts  educat ion  incu lcates  i s  s t rengthened by  your  g loba l
perspect ives .  By  main ta in ing  an  eye  towards  the  p lanetary  sca le  o f  whatever  prob lems you  conf ront  in  the
fu ture ,  you  s tand a  bet ter  chance  o f  success  in  whatever  comes  your  way .  You  wi l l  serve  your
communi t ies  wel l  in  comprehending  and conf ront ing  the  in t r i ca te  cha l lenges  fac ing  our  wor ld .  I  ex tend my
s incere  congratu la t ions  to  each  o f  you  for  embrac ing  these  g loba l  in teres ts  and  perspect ives  and  for
de lv ing  in to  the  d iverse  cu l tures ,  soc ie t ies ,  and  locat ions  that  compr ise  our  g loba l  and  loca l  communi t ies .

Jonathan E.  Abel  
Professor of  Comparative Literature and Asian Studies
Interim Director of  the Global  and International  
Studies program

Jon Abel
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As  GL IS  s tudents ,  you  have  embarked on  a  journey  o f  se l f -d iscovery ,
exp lor ing  the  sub jec ts  and  areas  that  genu ine ly  capt iva te  your  in teres ts .  
Th is  autonomy has  opened doors  to  nove l  academic  avenues ,  enab l ing  you  to  acqu i re  exper t i se  in  a  broad
spect rum of  d isc ip l ines ,  f rom cu l ture  and  ident i ty  to  g loba l  conf l i c ts ,  f rom hea l th  i ssues  to  energy
consumpt ion  and weal th  d ispar i t ies .  Gu ided by  your  genu ine  cur ios i ty  and  a  pro found in teres t  in  the
wor ld ,  you  have  se ized  the  f lex ib i l i t y  o f  major ing  in  GL IS  to  i t s  fu l les t  potent ia l .

Numerous  graduates  have  e levated  GL IS  by  in tegrat ing  the i r  s tud ies  wi th  complementary  majors ,  minors ,
in ternsh ips ,  o r  s tudy  abroad exper iences .  Whether  in tern ing  for  the  U.S .  Depar tment  o f  S ta te ,
co l laborat ing  wi th  loca l  po l i t i c ians ,  conduct ing  research  in  myr iad  count r ies ,  o r  immers ing  themselves  in
language and cu l ture  around the  wor ld ,  you  have  exp lored  the  boundless  poss ib i l i t ies  o f  a  g loba l
educat ion .



C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S  F R O M  T H E
G L I S  D I R E C T O R
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Your  unwaver ing  commitment  to  communi ty  engagement ,  mani fes t ing  in  c lassroom par t i c ipat ion ,
invo lvement  in  campus  organ izat ions ,  loca l  po l i t i ca l  endeavors ,  o r  g loba l  exchanges ,  i s  t ru ly
commendable .  I  u rge  you  to  cont inue  to  ac t ive ly  par t i c ipate  in  your  loca l  and  g loba l  communi t ies ,  shar ing
the  knowledge and ins ights  you  have  acqu i red  as  GL IS  s tudents .

Throughout  your  t ime a t  Penn S ta te ,  you  have  demonst ra ted  remarkab le  ach ievements  and  s ign i f i cant
accompl ishments .  As  you  embark  on  new endeavors  and  ant ic ipate  fu ture  cha l lenges ,  I  am conf ident  that
the  inva luab le  sk i l l s ,  exper iences ,  and  re la t ionsh ips  you  have  cu l t i va ted  as  GL IS  s tudents  wi l l  be
ins t rumenta l  in  your  success .  Your  ex tens ive  knowledge and potent ia l  have  the  capac i ty  to  enr ich  the
l i ves  o f  your  peers ,  fami ly ,  co l leagues ,  employers ,  and  the  broader  communi ty .

I  eager ly  awai t  the  unfo ld ing  o f  the  exc i t ing  chapters  that  awai t  you  in  your  postgraduate  pursu i ts .  I
ex tend my best  w ishes  for  your  cont inued success ,  fu l f i l lment ,  and  wel l -be ing  as  you  embark  on  th is  new
phase  o f  your  l i fe .

(continued)



Congratu la t ions  on  ach iev ing  your  bache lor ’s  degrees ,  GL IS  C lass  o f  2025!  Th is  i s  a  t remendous
accompl ishment  and  an  impor tant  mi les tone  in  your  academic  careers .  I  admire  your  perseverance
and ded icat ion  and am grate fu l  fo r  the  honor  and  the  p leasure  o f  work ing  wi th  some of  you  over  the
past  coup le  o f  years—you are  such  a  c reat ive ,  smar t ,  k ind ,  and,  most  impor tant ly ,  empathet ic  bunch!
I  look  forward  to  meet ing  the  res t  o f  you  as  you  re turn  to  campus  in  the  years  to  come.  Wi th  the
GLIS  degree  in  hand,  I  am conf ident  that  you  have  the  exper t i se ,  knowledge,  and  compass ion  to
gu ide  us  in to  the  fu ture  through many  g loba l  c r i ses  that  the  wor ld  i s  fac ing  today—from c l imate
change and ever -growing  soc io -economic  inequa l i ty  to  rap id  po l i t i ca l  po lar i za t ion  and esca la t ing
g loba l  conf l i c ts .  Yet ,  no  mat ter  how cha l leng ing  the  wor ld  might  look  today ,  remember  that  you
have  the  educat ion  and the  sk i l l s  to  address  them head-on  and.  Your  day  i s  TODAY,  so  get  on  your
way,  se t  the  wor ld  on  i t s  ear ,  and  make the  Penn S ta te  GL IS  program proud!  A l l  my  very  best !

Yuliya V.  Ladygina
Associate Professor of  Slavic and 
Global  and International  Studies

Yul iya  Ladygina
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C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S  F R O M  
G L I S  F A C U L T Y

Congratu la t ions !
Today  i s  your  day .
You’ re  o f f  to  great  p laces !
You’ re  o f f  and  away!

You have  bra ins  in  your  head.
You have  feet  in  your  shoes .
You can  s teer  yourse l f
In  any  d i rec t ion  you  choose. *

*Excerpt  f rom Oh,  the  P laces  You’ l l  Go  by  Dr .  Seuss
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C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S  F R O M  
G L I S  F A C U L T Y

Cyanne Loyle

Congratu la t ions  on  reach ing  th is  incred ib le  mi les tone!  Your  academic
journey  through the  GL IS  program at  Penn S ta te  has  equ ipped you  wi th  a
profound unders tand ing  o f  the  complex i t ies  and  nuances  that  shape our
wor ld .  As  you  s tep  in to  the  next  chapter  o f  your  l i ves ,  your  knowledge
and sk i l l s  a re  more  impor tant  than  ever .  In  a  wor ld  that  i s  constant ly
evo lv ing ,  your  ab i l i t y  to  ana lyze ,  unders tand,  and  in f luence  the  g loba l
po l i t i ca l  landscape wi l l  be  inva luab le .  Wherever  your  career  takes  you,
your  cont r ibut ions  wi l l  he lp  shape a  bet ter ,  more  connected  wor ld .

Cyanne Loyle,  Ph.D.  
Associate Professor of  Pol i t ical  Science and 
International  Affairs

Stay  cur ious ,  s tay  in formed,  and  never  s top  quest ion ing .  The  cha l lenges
ahead are  s ign i f i cant ,  but  so  are  the  oppor tun i t ies .  Use  your  vo ice  to
advocate  for  the  va lues  you  be l ieve  in .  Your  educat ion  has  g iven  you
the  too ls  to  make a  d i f fe rence—now i t ' s  up  to  you  to  use  them.
Congratu la t ions  once  aga in  to  the  GL IS  C lass  o f  2025!



Congratu la t ions ,  g raduat ing  s tudents !  I t  i s  a  pr iv i lege  and honor  to
see  you  ach ieve  your  goa ls  and  complete  your  s tud ies .  Some of  you
have  rea l l y  “grabbed the  re ins ,”  dur ing  your  t ime a t  Penn S ta te ,
s tudy ing  abroad in  p laces  l ike  Germany,  I ta ly ,  and  Es ton ia ;  serve  in
leadersh ip  ro les  in  d i f fe rent  campus  organ izat ions ;  and  be  recogn ized
as  A l l -Amer ican  a th le tes .  Br ing ing  together  these  exper iences  and
what  you  have  learned in  the  G loba l  and  In ternat iona l  S tud ies  major
some of  you  are  cont inu ing  to  graduate  school .  I  know one o f  you  i s
go ing  to  bus iness  schoo l  and  another  i s  beg inn ing  law school .
Regard less  o f  where  you  go  a f ter  graduat ion ,  the  GL IS  major  shou ld
serve  you  wel l ,  he lp ing  you  (a )  see  g loba l ,  cu l tu ra l ,  soc ie ta l
in terdependenc ies  and  the  inequ i t ies  among these  in terdependenc ies ,
(b )  ana lyze  in ternat iona l  t rans format ions ,  and  (c )  const ruc t  your  own
arguments  and  in terpreta t ions  o f  g loba l  events  grounded in  a  c r i t i ca l ,
ana ly t i c  f rame.  I  w ish  you  a l l  the  best  in  your  respect ive  fu tures !

Tom Spencer,  Ph.D.
Academic Adviser

Tom Spencer
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C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S  F R O M  T H E
G L I S  A D V I S E R



L E T T E R  T O  T H E
G R A D U A T I N G  C L A S S by Lauren Forbes

Laren Forbes
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Dear  GL IS  2025 Graduates ,

Wow!  I  cannot  be l ieve  th is  day  i s  f ina l l y  here !  A l l  the  la te  n ights  s tudy ing ,  the  ups  and downs  o f  our
emot ions ,  and  the  un ique  cha l lenges  we faced in  our  GL IS  c lasses  have  led  us  to  th is  moment !  I  am so
thankfu l  fo r  the  incred ib le  four  years  that  Penn S ta te  has  g iven  me.  Th is  i s  a  b i t te rsweet  t ime,  w i th  lo ts
of  goodbyes  but  a lso  p lenty  o f  new beg inn ings .  As  we c lose  th is  chapter ,  look ing  forward  to  the  next
one i s  exc i t ing !  As  GL IS  graduates ,  we have  had many  d i f fe rent  co l lege  exper iences :  d i f fe rent  c lasses ,
d i f fe rent  pathways ,  and  double  majors .  We a lso  have  many  d i f fe rent  outcomes  for  our  next  chapter :
graduate  schoo l ,  d i f fe rent  indust r ies ,  and  l i v ing  abroad.  But ,  w i th  that ,  we a l l  have  one  th ing  in
common:  the  core  foundat ion  that  GL IS  has  g iven  us .

As  you  walk  across  that  s tage,  fee l  p roud o f  yourse l f !  We have  had such  a  un ique  oppor tun i ty  to  major
in  someth ing  as  f lex ib le  as  GL IS ,  and  i t  has  undoubted ly  g iven  everyone a  un ique  sk i l l  se t .  However ,
we were  a l l  g iven  the  oppor tun i ty  to  learn  foundat iona l  sk i l l s  that  can  be  app l ied  to  any  fu ture  career .
We nav igated  d iverse  cu l tures  and  ident i t ies ,  exp lored  d i f fe rent  g loba l  conf l i c ts ,  d iscussed human
r ights ,  nav igated  weal th  and  inequa l i ty ,  and  t raversed  hea l th  and  env i ronment .  That  i s  an  educat ion
and exper ience  that  has  t rans formed us  in  ways  that  no  o ther  major  cou ld .  We a lso  have  to  thank  our
ded icated  facu l ty  who he lped us  ach ieve  th is  goa l !  Wi thout  them,  we would  not  be  here  today .

We are  a l l  embark ing  in  d i f fe rent  d i rec t ions  but  w i l l  fo rever
car ry  the  foundat iona l  GL IS  va lues .  I  am grate fu l  fo r  the
suppor t  and  camarader ie  we shared  dur ing  our  t ime a t  Penn
State .  You  shou ld  be  ex t remely  proud o f  the  hard  work  you
put  in  and  be  gra te fu l  fo r  the  oppor tun i ty  to  have  an
exper ience  as  t rans format ive  as  th is  one.  As  GL IS  majors ,  you
know bet ter  than  anyone that  our  wor ld ’s  in terconnectedness
is  so  spec ia l ,  and  we are  never  t ru ly  apar t !  Best  o f  luck  in  the
fu ture  and I  am so  proud o f  a l l  o f  you !



The GL IS  C lass  o f  2025 represents  a  dynamic  and  accompl ished group
of  s tudents ,  un i ted  by  a  pass ion  for  unders tand ing  the  wor ld  th rough a
g loba l  lens .  Th is  semester ,  n ineteen  undergraduates  are  earn ing  the i r
degrees—eleven wi th  a  bache lor  o f  a r ts  and  e ight  w i th  a  bache lor  o f
sc ience.  Among these  graduates  are  three  Paterno  Fe l lows,  th ree
Schreyer  Honors  Scho lars ,  and  two s tudents  graduat ing  wi th  cum laude
dis t inc t ion  -  Carson  Dyck  wi th  a  GPA of  3 .88  and Kat ie  Musset t  w i th  a
GPA of  3 .92.

Congratu la t ions ,  GL IS  graduates !  Earn ing  your  degree  i s  a  tes tament  to  your  determinat ion ,  res i l ience ,  and
commitment .  Through your  focus  on  the  L ibera l  Ar ts  and  G loba l  and  In ternat iona l  S tud ies ,  you ’ve  cu l t i va ted
the  sk i l l s  to  adapt ,  lead,  and  thr ive  in  an  ever -changing  wor ld .  Your  t ime a t  Penn S ta te  has  been f i l led  wi th
cha l lenges ,  g rowth ,  and  d iscovery .  The  exper iences  you 've  embraced—both  the  t r iumphs  and the  setbacks
—have shaped you  and prepared  you  for  the  journey  ahead.  As  you  take  your  next  s teps ,  remember  there ’s
no  s ing le  path  forward ,  and  that ’s  both  the  beauty  and  the  cha l lenge o f  th is  moment .  Whatever  d i rec t ion
you choose,  know that  the  GL IS  program s tands  beh ind  you,  cheer ing  you  on .

Sommer Mitchel l
Director of  Undergraduate Studies for  GLIS and
Associate Teaching Professor of  Global  and
International  Studies and Pol i t ical  Science

Sommer  Mitchel l
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A B O U T  T H E  C L A S S
O F  2 0 2 5

We are  proud to  recogn ize  Lauren  Forbes  as  th is  year ’s  GL IS  S tudent  Marsha l .  In  add i t ion ,  Carson  Dyck ,
Ka i te  Musset t ,  and  Jordyn  Thomas  have  been honored wi th  the  GL IS  Top Academic  Graduat ing  S tudent
award .  Z ion  Sykes  rece ived  the  GL IS  C iv ic  Engagement  Award ,  Jade Pa lmer  was  awarded the  GL IS  Thes is
Pr i ze ,  and  Andr ie l  Tabo lo  was  recogn ized  wi th  the  Sp i r i t  o f  GL IS  Award  for  exempl i fy ing  the  va lues  o f  the
program.  Many  o f  these  graduates  have  gone above  and beyond,  pursu ing  double  majors  wi th  mul t ip le
minors  whi le  a lso  s tudy ing  abroad,  complet ing  in ternsh ips ,  and  engaging  in  undergraduate  research .  The i r
ach ievements  re f lec t  not  on ly  academic  exce l lence  but  a lso  the  cur ios i ty ,  commitment ,  and  g loba l
awareness  that  def ine  the  GL IS  communi ty .

Car ry  the  sp i r i t  o f  Penn S ta te  wi th  you,  a lways—and keep look ing  ahead wi th  cur ios i ty ,  courage,  and
purpose.  We are . . .  p roud o f  you !



G L I S  C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 5
S T U D E N T  M A R S H A L

When asked why  she  chose  GL IS ,  c lass  o f  2025 Student  Lauren  Forbes
sa id  she  chose  the  GL IS  major  because  i t  was  an  in tersect ion  o f  a l l
her  career  in teres ts :  in ternat iona l  secur i ty ,  g loba l  a f fa i rs ,  and
pol i t i ca l  sc ience.  She  fe l t  that  GL IS  gave  a  foundat ion  for  a l l  those
in teres ts–  but  a lso  for  any  o ther  career  as  wel l .  “ I  th ink  that  GL IS  was
the  per fec t  major  fo r  me to  choose  because  I  had  such  a  wide  var ie ty
of  in teres ts ,  and  I  d id  not  want  to  p igeonhole  myse l f  in to  jus t  one  o f
them.  The  amaz ing  th ing  about  GL IS  i s  how d iverse  the  educat ion  i s
and how i t  can  be  app l icab le  for  any  career  path  I  choose;  whether
that  be  my in i t ia l  in teres ts  or  someth ing  complete ly  d i f fe rent .”  For
example ,  Lauren  was  ab le  to  take  h is tory ,  po l i t i ca l  sc ience,
comparat ive  l i te ra ture ,  math ,  and  ar t  c lasses  that  a l l  t ied  together  to
cont r ibute  to  her  spec i f i c  pathway,  g loba l  conf l i c t .  

Th is  oppor tun i ty  to  t ry  mul t ip le  d i f fe rent  types  o f  courses  a l lowed her  to  exp lore  o ther  pass ions  and add on
two minors :  po l i t i ca l  sc ience  and comparat ive  l i te ra ture .  “ I f  i t  weren’ t  fo r  GL IS  courses ,  I  wou ld  have  never
taken a  comparat ive  l i te ra ture  c lass  and  f igured  out  that  that  was  someth ing  I  was  pass ionate  about .”  

Lauren Forbes‘25 
Global  and International  Studies major
Pol i t ical  Science and World Literatures minors

Lauren Forbes
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One of  Lauren 's  favor i te  GL IS  memor ies  was  s tudy ing  abroad in  L i sbon,  Por tuga l  w i th  her  GL IS  400Y c lass .
“ I t  has  a l lowed me to  s tep  outs ide  o f  the  c lassroom and rea l l y  par t i c ipate  and get  a  hands-on  fee l  o f  the
mater ia l  we were  learn ing .  The  oppor tun i ty  to  s tudy  abroad has  been one o f  my  favor i te  memor ies  in  the
ent i re ty  o f  my  t ime a t  Penn S ta te .”

Lauren  i s  invo lved  in  the  GL IS  major  in  a  var ie ty  o f  d i f fe rent  ways :  she  i s  the  Ed i tor  fo r  the  G loba l  Leaders  a t
Penn State  news le t ter ,  and  she  has  been an  in tern  a t  the  Center  fo r  G loba l  S tud ies  s ince  2023.  “ I  have  loved
my t ime a t  CGS because  i t  has  rea l l y  shown me how work ing  wi th  a  great  team makes  i t  seem l ike  you  are
not  work ing  a t  a l l ! ”  Outs ide  o f  GL IS ,  Lauren  i s  a  member  o f  Zeta  Tau  A lpha  soror i ty .  She  a lso  was  ab le  to
par t i c ipate  in  the  S tudent  In ternsh ip  Program in  the  U.S .  Depar tment  o f  S ta te .  “As  someone who i s
in teres ted  in  fo re ign  po l icy ,  my  in ternsh ip  a t  the  S ta te  Depar tment  was  fundamenta l  fo r  my  career .  I t  was  so
incred ib le  be ing  ab le  to  be  a  par t  o f  such  an  impor tant  ins t i tu t ion ,  and  I  made memor ies  to  las t  a  l i fe t ime.”  

Look ing  forward ,  Lauren  i s  p lann ing  on  work ing  in  the  same f ie ld  as  her  in ternsh ip ,  fo re ign  po l icy .  Lauren’s
adv ice  for  o ther  GL IS  s tudents :  “Say  yes  to  every th ing !  I  can ’ t  te l l  you  how many  coo l  exper iences  I  got  out
o f  a t tend ing  v i r tua l  workshops  or  guest  speakers .  There  are  so  many  oppor tun i t ies  to  get  invo lved  on
campus  and I  wou ld  adv ise  them to  take  advantage o f  them!”
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Eryn-Madison Bell

Global and International Studies and Economics majors

“Growing up in New York, I  was aware of the stark contrasts in wealth and
opportunity that shaped the city around me. The GLIS program has given me the
tools to analyze these disparities on a global scale and understand their impacts on
communities worldwide. Over the past three years, I  have had the pleasure of
exploring the intersections of economics, policy, and social justice. The
interdisciplinary nature of GLIS has not only broadened my perspective but has also
reinforced my commitment to advocating for equitable economic solutions through
legal and policy work.”

Hawa Baro

Global and International Studies major

“Throughout my time in GLIS I’ve met not only wonderful colleagues, but also
incredible professors. I  have learned so much about international relations and
global affairs and which has truly inspired me to pursue a graduate education in
international development. GLIS has provided me a great foundation for grad school
and real-world experience. 

The major is incredibly versatile, and I do encourage anyone who has any interest in
international affairs or global development to venture off into the GLIS major. I  truly
enjoyed my time here and couldn't be happier with my major.”

Global and International Studies major
German minor

“My time as a GLIS major has provided me several opportunities to expand my
education through study abroad to gain insights on global affairs and strengthen my
ability to analyze world events. I  am incredibly grateful for the unforgettable
experiences the major has provided me with. I  am appreciative of the chance to be
able to look back at these experiences and all  the friends and skil ls I  have acquired
through the program.”

Mackenzie Brendle



G R A D U A T E S  I N  T H E I R
O W N  W O R D S

Global  Leaders of  Penn State |  Page 11

Lauren Forbes

Global and International Studies major
Political Science and World Literature minors

“Being a GLIS major really shaped my college education and experience! I  am so
thankful to have had such a diverse education.”

Shane Conrad

Global and International Studies major
History, Polit ical Science, and Military Studies minors

“Being a GLIS major has changed how I understand the world and its complexities.
From exploring global systems and governance to engaging in thoughtful
conversations about cultural and polit ical dynamics, the major challenged me to
think critically and globally. Joining the GLIS program was one of the best decisions
I made in college. I  look forward to uti l izing what I learned to help me in my future
military career and other endeavors.”

Global and International Studies major
Smeal College Business Fundamentals certif icate

“My time as a GLIS major has been incredibly rewarding, and I’m so grateful for
everything I’ve learned throughout this journey. From engaging classes to thought-
provoking discussions and the support of amazing professors, GLIS has shaped the
way I understand the world. I’m excited to take all  these experiences with me as I
step into the next chapter and continue learning and growing beyond Penn State.”

Kareena Kamdar
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Katie Mussett

Global and International Studies and Polit ical Science majors
Spanish, Arabic, and Philosophy minors
Master's of International Affairs

“GLIS is truly a special program. Throughout my time in the major, I ’ve met so many
incredible people, both faculty and students, and have had amazing opportunities to
not only learn about the world but experience it myself. GLIS has allowed me to
make the most out of my education at Penn State through the IUG Program, and I am
excited to also be graduating with my Master’s in International Affairs with a
concentration in Human Rights and Humanitarian Response. I  am especially thankful
for my professors, who have always gone above and beyond to make this program a
meaningful and inclusive space. ”

Kaleb Leidy

Global and International Studies major
Political Science minor

“Being a GLIS major was a rewarding experience. Every day I was challenged. I
always had to heavily prepare for the intense group discussions that are present in
GLIS classes. As such this allowed to me to understand a variety of different
perspectives of many different worldly topics, while also challenging those
perspectives and defending my own. This is a skil l  that will  serve me well for the
rest of my life. Simply put, I  wil l  forever be thankful for the knowledge, challenges,
and relationships I have developed as a GLIS major.”

Global and International Studies and Education Policy majors

“My experience with GLIS has exposed me to the world of human rights. My passion
for the major has allowed me to travel abroad to Germany and expose myself to the
European Union and community.”

Yamel Padilla Crisostomo
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Zion Sykes

Global and International Studies and Polit ical Science majors
Chinese and Spanish minors

“My experience with GLIS has been one of discovery. Through pursuing a major in
GLIS, I  had the opportunity to learn so much about fields of study that with a non-
interdisciplinary major, I  would have never had the chance to experience. It is
because of GLIS that I 've had the chance to explore the world, and I'm so grateful.”

Kamar Andreas Skeet

Global and International Studies, Economics, and 
Classics and Ancient Mediterranean Studies majors
Biblical Studies Certif icate

“My name is Kamar Andreas Skeete, I  am a member of the Penn State Fencing Team.
My experience with GLIS has been nothing short of amazing. The entire department
is fi l led with people who love to teach and share their knowledge. My experience
has been unforgettable, and I've learned so much about the world we live in and its
various institutions.”

Global and International Studies major

“Being a GLIS major showed me how connected global issues really are and how
injustice moves across borders. Taking the Human Rights pathway course helped me
realize that this is the kind of work I want to do long-term. It sparked something in
me, and now I know I want to build a career around advocating for others and
challenging systems that cause harm.”

Andriel Tabolo



Jordyn Thomas

Global and International Studies major

“My experience as a Global and International Studies (GLIS) major has profoundly
shaped and broadened my worldview. This program introduced me to concepts and
perspectives I might never have encountered otherwise. The impact of my early days
in GLIS was so significant that it  inspired me to spend a semester abroad in
Germany, where I had the opportunity to study the European Union firsthand. I  am
deeply grateful to the entire GLIS program for their guidance and support throughout
these transformative four years.”

Graduates Not Pictured
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Michael Telesca

Global and International Studies major

“I am super happy and grateful for GLIS. Coming into Penn state as undecided was
scary, but I 'm really satisfied with the major I  ended up choosing. I  am very excited
to apply the knowledge I've learned throughout the major to the real world and
hopefully make a change.”

Carson Dyck

Justin Magnus

Berenice Nunez

Jade Palmer

Aarushi Thakur
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Global Leaders of Penn State  is looking content writers!
If you are interested in joining the team, please email us at glis@psu.edu.

Lauren Forbes
Managing Editor
GLIS major
Global Conflict pathway
Political Science and 
World Literature minors
Fourth-Year

Marcayla Connell
Content Writer
GLIS major
Culture and Identity pathway
Fourth-Year

Cynthia Wang
Content Writer
GLIS major
Culture and Identity pathway
Teaching English to Speakers of Other
Languages and Political Science minors
Third-Year

Megg Reddy
Content Writer
GLIS major
Culture and Identity pathway
Fourth-Year

Faith Turnbull
Content Writer
Public Relations major
GLIS, German, and DMTA minors
Third-Year


