
by Lauren Forbes,  Managing Editor
WELCOME

Hel lo !  Welcome to  the  Apr i l  ed i t ion  o f  the  G loba l  and
In ternat iona l  S tud ies  Newsle t ter  fo r  the  2024–25 school  year .
We’ re  so  exc i ted  to  cont inue  shar ing  s tor ies  f rom the  GL IS
communi ty !  Th is  ed i t ion ,  we have  some upcoming L ibera l  Ar ts
events ,  a  course  spot l ight ,  and  an  in ternsh ip  spot l ight !

I f  you  have  any  feedback  or  would  l ike  to  submi t  a  s tory ,  p lease
emai l  gl is@psu.edu .  We look  forward  to  hear ing  f rom you,  and
cannot  wa i t  to  cont inue  shar ing  s tor ies  and  exper iences  in  GL IS !  
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TUESDAY,
APRIL

 8 
THIS WORKSHOP WILL HELP YOU:

Learn useful  language for  data commentary (organizat ion,  t ransi t ions,  verb choices,
and more)
Review effect ive highl ight ing statements
Explore ways to make and support  c la ims based on your or iginal  data

Writ ing About Data and Results in Research Papers
Time:  Tuesday,  Apr i l  8 ,  2025 |  5 :00–6:30 p.m.  EST
Locat ion:  Ni t tany  L ion  Inn
Event  Type:  V i r tual  Event

Penn Sta te  L ibera l  Ar ts  has  a  lo t  o f  un ique  upcoming events  fo r  Apr i l  Here  i s  a  snapshot  o f  a
few events  that  a re  tak ing  p lace .  Head to  the  Penn State  L ibera l  Ar ts  Calendar  fo r  more
in format ion  on  these  events .
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U P C O M I N GU P C O M I N G
L I B E R A L  A R T SL I B E R A L  A R T S
E V E N T SE V E N T S

FRIDAY, 
APRIL

 25 
Criminology Speaker Series:  Scott  Duxbury
Time:  Fr iday,  Apr i l  25,  2025 |  Noon–1:00 p.m.
Locat ion:  202 Welch  Bui ld ing  (orv ia  Zoom)
Event  Type:  Lecture

Scott  Duxbury is  an associate professor and the director  of  graduate studies in the
Department of  Sociology at  the University  of  North Carol ina at  Chapel  Hi l l ,  and an
associate editor  of  Sociological  Methodology .  His research f ie lds are computat ional
social  science,  cr ime,  law,  and deviance;  the sociology of  punishment ,  social  networks,
methodology,  publ ic  opinion and American pol i t ics;  race and racism; and media and
technology.

r
What to expect :

Free carnival - themed snacks and games
Resources for  learning about and acquir ing an internship,  including career
coaches avai lable for  quest ions
Fun ways to report  and celebrate your past  and upcoming internships!

Summer Send-Off  CarnivalTUESDAY,
APRIL

15
Time:  Tuesday,  Apr i l  15,  2025 |  11 :00 a .m.–2:00 p.m.
Locat ion:  Sparks  Bui ld ing  Pat io  (or  lobby i f  inc lement  weather)
Event  Type:  Celebrat ion!

https://apps.powerapps.com/play/e/04aa84d0-9caa-e13c-97b1-d9b7005e3800/a/92f8e783-cdca-41ce-9573-ade17de85106?tenantId=7cf48d45-3ddb-4389-a9c1-c115526eb52e&sourcetime=2023-08-11%2013%3A09%3A05Z
https://events.la.psu.edu/


C O U R S E  S P O T L I G H T
By Cynthia Wang
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As  a  GL IS  major  in  the  Cu l ture  and Ident i ty  Pathway,  I ’m a lways  open
to  learn ing  more  about  d i f fe rent  cu l tu res  and  how they  have
progressed in to  modern  soc ie ty .  Wi th  GL IS ,  I ’m ab le  to  examine
demograph ics  wi th in  a  cu l tu re .   

Th is  course  prov ides  c r i t i ca l  approaches  to  cu l tu ra l  f lows  f rom South  Korea .  Theoret ica l
concepts  and  c r i t i ca l  vocabu lar ies  a re  employed to  deepen and sharpen the  ana lys is  o f  the
cu l tura l  representat ion  o f  Korea  in  re la t ion  to  quest ions  such  as  c lass ,  gender ,  e thn ic i ty ,  and
body  po l i t i cs .  Us ing  d iverse  tex ts  f rom l i te ra ture ,  f i lm,  TV  dramas,  comics ,  and  pop mus ic ,  the
course  examined the  soc ia l  codes ,  cu l tu ra l  va lues ,  and  economic  rea l i t ies  that  in f luence
Korean soc ie ty ,  inc lud ing  the  Korean  d iaspor ic  popu la t ion  around the  wor ld .  In  d i rec t ing  our
at tent ion  to  var ious  ways  in  which  Korean  cu l ture  i s  t ransmi t ted  and presented  in  d i f fe rent
media ,  the  course  a lso  inqu i r ies  in to  h is tor ica l  and  soc ia l  i ssues  rooted  in  the  d iv i s ion  o f
Korea ,  as  wel l  as  the  in ternat iona l  d ispers ion  o f  Koreans  s ince  the  co lon ia l  per iod .  Through
in te l lec tua l  exerc ises  in  boundary  c ross ing ,  the  course  u l t imate ly  deve lops  the  ab i l i t y  to
exp lore  the  c ross -cu l tura l  p roduct ion  o f  t rans /nat iona l  ident i t ies  in  the  age  o f  g loba l i za t ion .  

One o f  the  more  in teres t ing  courses  that  I  took  a t  Penn S ta te  was  KOR
121  -  Korean  Pop Cu l ture .  I  took  th is  course  wi th  pro fessor  Jooyeon
Rhee,  and  she  was  very  knowledgeable  on  th is  top ic .  We began the
semester  w i th  Korean  h is tory  and  events  lead ing  up  to  present -day
South  Korea .  KOR 121  surveys  contemporary  Korean  popu lar  cu l tu re  in
var ious  forms,  inc lud ing  pop mus ic ,  f i lm,  te lev is ion  drama,
adver t i s ing ,  comics ,  and  l i te ra ture .  One o f  my  favor i tes  was
examin ing  the  TV  drama I t ’ s  Okay  Not  to  Be  Okay  because  i t  ment ions
the  top ic  o f  menta l  hea l th  cond i t ions .  The  top ic  o f  menta l  hea l th
condi t ions  in  Korean  cu l ture  i s  cons idered  to  be  very  taboo.   

KOR 121  Korean Pop Culture 
Culture and Identity Pathway



S P R I N G
I N T E R N S H I P
S P O T L I G H T by Faith Turnbul l  

Ains ley  Braun  i s  a  th i rd -year  Pub l ic  Re la t ions  and German double
major .  She  i s  cur rent ly  s tudy ing  abroad in  Ber l in ,  Germany,  and
has  an  in ternsh ip  wi th  the  Ber l in  In ternat iona l  Un ivers i ty  o f
Appl ied  Sc iences !  Be low is  her  re f lec t ion  on  the  exper ience  and
how the  in ternsh ip  a l igns  wi th  her  career  goa ls  and  fu ture
employment  oppor tun i t ies .

Berl in International  University of  Appl ied Sciences

Global  Leaders of  Penn State |  Page 4

For  anyone in teres ted  in  complet ing  an  in ternsh ip  dur ing  the i r  t ime abroad,  A ins ley  would  be  happy  to
ta lk  to  you  and answer  any  quest ions  about  the  process !  Contact  her  a t  a lb7199@psu.edu.  

“Through my educat ion  abroad program,  IES  Abroad /  IES  Abroad Ber l in ,  I  had  the  amaz ing  oppor tun i ty  to
be  an  in tern  for  the  Ber l in  In ternat iona l  Un ivers i ty  o f  App l ied  Sc iences  in  Ber l in ,  Germany,  fo r  the i r
Market ing ,  S tudent  A f fa i rs ,  and  Pres idency  Depar tments .  Ty ler  R ichmond,  my  sen ior  in ternsh ip  coord inator
in  Ber l in ,  was  very  he lp fu l  th roughout  the  whole  process ,  exp la in ing  the  s teps  we would  take  and
answer ing  any  quest ions  we had about  the  pos i t ions ,”sa id  Braun.

“A l though B I  accepted  around ten  in terns  for  the  Spr ing  semester ,  she  was  on ly  one  o f  two for  the i r
Market ing ,  S tudent  A f fa i rs ,  and  Pres idency  Depar tments  program.  As  a  mul t i -depar tment  in tern ,  she  has  a
var ie ty  o f  adv isors  in  each  sect ion  and a  combinat ion  o f  d ig i ta l  and  hands-on  tasks .

Da i ly ,  she  i s  learn ing  a  var ie ty  o f  tasks ,  and  i t  has  led  her  to  fee l  more  conf ident  in  her  sk i l l s  fo r  fu ture
pos i t ions .  So  fa r ,  her  favor i te  tasks  have  been work ing  for  s tudent  a f fa i rs ,  o rgan iz ing  and f i l ing  var ious
paperwork  to  increase  e f f i c iency ,  ident i f i ca t ion ,  and  management .  Another  favor i te  o f  hers  was  be ing  a
par t  o f  the  Market ing  Depar tment .  F rom the  data-dr iven  work  o f  ana lyz ing ,  break ing  down,  assess ing ,  and
updat ing  the i r  p la t forms to  the  c reat ive  s ide  o f  research ing ,  f i lm ing,  ed i t ing ,  and  pub l i sh ing  d ig i ta l
content ,  she  has  found a  pass ion  that  she  would  love  to  keep up  wi th  in  the  fu ture .

“Through my in ternsh ip  wi th  B I ,  I  have  been g iven  the  s tepp ing  s tones  towards  a  fu ture  career ,  and  I
began f raming  what  that  may  look  l ike  for  me.  I  am very  gra te fu l  fo r  th is  oppor tun i ty  and  can’ t  wa i t  to  see
what  e lse  i s  in  s tore  for  the  remainder  o f  th is  program,”sa id  Braun.

mailto:alb7199@psu.edu


This  publ icat ion  is  avai lable  in  a l ternat ive  media  on  request .  Penn  S ta te  i s  an  equa l  oppor tun i ty ,  a f f i rmat ive  ac t ion  employer ,
and  i s  commit ted  to  prov id ing  employment  oppor tun i t ies  to  a l l  qua l i f ied  app l icants  wi thout  regard  to  race ,  co lor ,  re l ig ion ,  age,  sex ,
sexua l  o r ienta t ion ,  gender  ident i ty ,  nat iona l  o r ig in ,  d isab i l i t y  o r  protec ted  veteran  s ta tus .  UBR CLA 25-252

Global Leaders of Penn State  is looking content writers!
If you are interested in joining the team, please email us at glis@psu.edu.
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