
by Lauren Forbes,  Managing Editor
WELCOME

Hel lo !  Welcome to  the  March  ed i t ion  o f  the  G loba l  and
In ternat iona l  S tud ies  Newsle t ter  fo r  the  2024–25 school  year .
We’ re  so  exc i ted  to  cont inue  shar ing  s tor ies  f rom the  GL IS
communi ty !  Th is  ed i t ion ,  we have  some upcoming L ibera l  Ar ts
events ,  a  course  spot l ight ,  and  a  s tudent  spot l ight !

I f  you  have  any  feedback  or  would  l ike  to  submi t  a  s tory ,  p lease
emai l  gl is@psu.edu .  We look  forward  to  hear ing  f rom you,  and
cannot  wa i t  to  cont inue  shar ing  s tor ies  and  exper iences  in  GL IS !  
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THURSDAY,
MARCH

 20 

r

THURSDAY,
MARCH

6
Organized Chaos:  Humanit ies Data 
and Cleaning with a Purpose
Time:  Thursday,  March 6,  2025 |  4 :35 p.m.
Locat ion:  Register  for  the  Zoom
Event  Type:  Lecture

A workshop with Brandon Walsh (Univers i ty  of  Virginia) .  This workshop covers the theory and
pract ice of  prepar ing humanit ies data for  analysis .  Even whi le being notor iously di f f icul t  to work
with,  we wi l l  explore how the mess of  humanit ies data is  actual ly  what conveys a wealth of
informat ion.  We wi l l  d iscuss the af fordances and tradeoffs  inherent  in data c leaning with the
humanit ies,  when i t  is  worth doing,  and when i t  is  worth maintaining a sense of  organized chaos
that  our mater ia ls  demand

Liberal  Arts Undergraduate Research Expo

Time:  Thursday,  March 29 |  5 :00–7:30 p.m.
Locat ion:  114  Welch  Bui ld ing
Event  Type:  Expo

Penn Sta te  L ibera l  Ar ts  has  a  lo t  o f  un ique  upcoming events  fo r  March .  Here  i s  a  snapshot  o f
a  few events  that  a re  tak ing  p lace .  Head to  the  Penn State  L ibera l  Ar ts  Calendar  fo r  more
in format ion  on  these  events .
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U P C O M I N GU P C O M I N G
L I B E R A L  A R T SL I B E R A L  A R T S
E V E N T SE V E N T S

This event is  a celebrat ion of  student research,  featur ing a keynote speaker ,  peer
presentat ions,  and valuable insights into f inding and funding research opportunit ies in
the col lege and beyond.  Keynote by Stuart  Selber :  “AI  and the Liberal  Arts:  What
Students Need to Know and Why”  

MONDAY,
MARCH

22 

Abandoned:  The stor ies of  Japanese war orphans in the Phi l ippines and China.
Directed by Hiroyasu Obara.

Channels:  Asian Diasporas in Fi lm, Art ,  and Media Spring
2025 Events

Time:  Saturday,  March 22,  2025 |  3 :30–5:30 p.m.
Locat ion:  Ni t tany  L ion  Inn
Event  Type:  F i lm Screening and Discuss ion

https://psu.zoom.us/meeting/register/k4W8KNSIS0C5tWCOpndOCw
https://events.la.psu.edu/
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THURSDAY,
MARCH

 27 

r

WEDNESDAY,
MARCH

26
African Studies Brown Bag Lecture
Time:  Wednesday,  March 26,  2025 |  12:30–1:30 p.m.
Locat ion:  335 Wi l lard  Bui ld ing  
Event  Type:  Lecture

Mfundo Msimango “Southerniz ing Monol ingual  Wri t ten Assessments in Natural
Science in Mult i l ingual  Schools in South Afr ica and Ghana ”  In th is  presentat ion,  we
report  on a cr i t ical  comparat ive case study of  monol ingual  wr i t ten assessment
pract ices in grade four natural  sc ience classrooms in two Global  South countr ies:
South Afr ica and Ghana

Washington,  D.C.  Career Day

Time:  Thursday,  March 27,  2025 |  7 :00 a .m.–9:00 p.m.
Locat ion:  Washington,  D.C.  |  Register  for  the  Career  Day
Event  Type:  Ful l -day  Excurs ion  

Penn Sta te  L ibera l  Ar ts  has  a  lo t  o f  un ique  upcoming events  fo r  March .  Here  i s  a  snapshot  o f
a  few events  that  a re  tak ing  p lace .  Head to  the  Penn State  L ibera l  Ar ts  Calendar  fo r  more
in format ion  on  these  events .
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U P C O M I N GU P C O M I N G
L I B E R A L  A R T SL I B E R A L  A R T S
E V E N T SE V E N T S

Join the School  of  Publ ic  Pol icy and the Penn State Publ ic  Pol icy Associat ion for  a day
tr ip to Washington,  D.C. ,  on Thursday,  March 27,  2025.  Experience the capital  of  the
United States with opportunit ies to meet ,  network,  and discuss pol icy issues with
federal  pol icy professionals!  Registrat ion Deadl ine and Deposit :  Registrat ion wi l l  c lose
on Thursday,  March 6.  Attendees must pay a $35 non-refundable deposit  to secure their
place on the tr ip.  

https://pennstate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9BSCaBf8zdxEoK2
https://events.la.psu.edu/


C O U R S E  S P O T L I G H T
By Lauren Forbes
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As  a  GL IS  major  spec ia l i z ing  in  g loba l  conf l i c t ,  I  am in teres ted  in  war ,
peace,  and  secur i ty  wor ldwide  and h is tor ica l l y .  Hav ing  GL IS  as  my
background in format ion  when look ing  a t  a  sens i t i ve  top ic  l i ke
conf l i c t ,  I  can  look  a t  these  ser ious  i ssues  through the  lens  o f
d i f fe rent  cu l tu res  and  ident i t ies  and  in  the  context  o f  o ther  var ious
fac tors .

We began the  semester  w i th  the  bas ics :  look ing  a t  what  te r ror i sm is ,  how i t  i s  perpetuated,
what  methods  are  used,  e tc .  Th is  bas ic  foundat ion  a l lowed the  res t  o f  the  semester  to  go
deeper  and  look  a t  case  s tud ies .  I  th ink  the  way  the  c lass  was  s t ruc tured  was  per fec t  to  app ly
what  we learned that  week to  case  s tud ies .  We would  focus  on  a  top ic ,  l i ke  ideo log ies ,  and
then on  Fr idays ,  we would  have  a  presentat ion  on  an  ac tua l  te r ror i s t  o rgan izat ion  and exp lore
how that  group por t rayed that ;  th is  a l lowed me to  p inpo in t  theor ies  and  p lace  them on  ac tua l
rea l - l i fe  examples .  I f  you  are  a  g loba l  conf l i c t  concent ra t ion  or  a re  look ing  to  f i l l  your  g loba l
conf l i c t  requ i rement ,  I  h igh ly  recommend th is  course !

My favor i te  course  that  I  have  ever  taken  a t  Penn S ta te  was  PLSC 439,
The  Po l i t i cs  o f  Ter ror i sm.  I  had  Professor  V i tek ,  who was  an  exce l lent
educator  on  th is  top ic  and  whose  pass ion  for  these  s tud ies  was
contag ious .  Th is  c lass  examined ter ror i sm,  what  causes  and
perpetuates  i t ,  and  i t s  mani fes ta t ions  across  the  g lobe.  Th is  c lass
a lso  looked a t  te r ror i sm through the  lens  o f  d i f fe rent  c i rcumstances
ra ther  than  jus t  pure  v io lence  and hat red .

PLSC 439 The Pol i t ics of  Terrorism
Global  Confl ict  Pathway



S T U D E N T
S P O T L I G H T By Cynthia Wang 

As a  GLIS  major ,  what  drew you to  th is  f ie ld  of  s tudy?   
I  was  drawn to  the  idea  o f  in ternat iona l  t rave l  and  in ternat iona l
a f fa i rs .  Hav ing  t rave led  a  b i t ,  myse l f  and  coming  f rom an
immigrant  background,  i t  was  def in i te ly  a  f ie ld  that  I  th ink  would
f i t  me wel l .  GL IS  i s  a lso  a  very  d iverse  major .  As  th is  i s  on ly  my
bache lor ’s  degree,  I ’m a lso  p lann ing  on  pursu ing  my master ’s  or
maybe my Ph.D. ,  but  I  th ink  s tar t ing  o f f  w i th  GL IS  i s  an  exce l lent
way  to  d ivers i fy  my  sk i l l  se t .   

Hawa Domani   Baro
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Hawa Domani Baro Spring 2025
Global  and International  Studies
Culture and Identity Pathway

What is  your pathway and why?
My pathway is  cul ture and ident i ty .  I  just  ended up taking a var iety of  di f ferent
classes that  fe l l  under the cul ture and ident i ty  pathway,  and I  th ink i t ’s  great  for
the GLIS major .  I  or ig inal ly  intended to pursue the health and environment
pathway but  having completed so many di f ferent  courses,  I  fu l f i l led more
requirements for  the cul ture and ident i ty  pathway.  I  bel ieve that  a l l  the
pathways can provide di f ferent  avenues for  any GLIS major ,  and they al l  have
their  own benef i ts .    



S T U D E N T
S P O T L I G H T

How do you envis ion  your  future  career  path  a l igning with  your  s tudies  in  Global  and
Internat ional  Studies?  
I  th ink  in  the  fu ture  I 'm cer ta in ly  go ing  to  incorporate  in ternat iona l  t rave l  and  in ternat iona l
a f fa i rs  as  wel l  as  i ssues .  Hav ing  GL IS  as  a  major  and  a  bache lor ’s  in  G loba l  and  In ternat iona l
S tud ies  i s  go ing  to  he lp  me regard less ,  espec ia l l y  w i th  p lans  for  grad  schoo l .  Possess ing  a
d iverse  sk i l l  se t  w i l l  separate  me f rom other  cand idates ,  not  on ly  in  grad  schoo l ,  but  a lso  in
the  corporate  wor ld  as  wel l  as  anyth ing  I ’d  wish  to  pursue  in ternat iona l ly  so  GL IS  i s  go ing  to
he lp  me in  that  sense.
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How has  GLIS  a l lowed you to  develop your  g lobal  understanding,  and what  are  you looking
forward to  learn ing more  about  in  the  future?  
The GL IS  program at  Penn S ta te  has  he lped me d ivers i fy  a  lo t  o f  my  sk i l l  se ts  and  I  a l so  be l ieve
that  i t  a l lowed me to  bet ter  unders tand the  depth  o f  so  many  k inds  o f  g loba l  i ssues .  We know a
l i t t le  about  a  lo t  o f  th ings—at  leas t  fo r  me,  I  know a  l i t t le  about  a  lo t  o f  th ings—but  to  hone in
on  spec i f i c  i ssues  and t ru ly  get  in to  the  depths  o f  i t  was  someth ing  GL IS  a l lowed me to  do
endeavors  by  that  sk i l l  se t .  In  the  fu ture ,  I ’m exc i ted  to  learn  about  g loba l i za t ion ,  how i t
mani fes ts  in  our  soc ie ty ,  how we see  i t  every  s ing le  day ,  espec ia l l y  w i th  the  cur rent  po l i t i ca l
c l imate  and jus t  the  c l imate  in  genera l .  G loba l i za t ion  i s  a  conversat ion  that ’s  go ing  to  reappear
f requent ly  and  as  i t  be ing  my major ,  I  th ink  i t ’ s  impor tant  to  cont inue  to  ta lk  about  i t .  Whether
I  go  in to  d ip lomacy  or  c reate  my own bus iness ,  the  sk i l l  se ts  I ’ ve  acqu i red  f rom the  GL IS
program are  exce l lent  qua l i t ies  to  have.  

(continued)



C O U R S E  
S P O T L I G H T

by Cynthia Wang 

AFR 105 o f fers  a  deep d ive  in to  the  remarkab le  b iod ivers i ty  o f  A f r i ca ,  showcas ing  i t s  unpara l le led
ecosys tems,  d iverse  wi ld l i fe ,  and  the  in t r i ca te  cu l tu ra l  connect ions  between people  and  nature .
S tudents  wi l l  journey  through the  vas t  savannas  o f  the  Serenget i ,  the  lush  ra in fores ts  o f  the  Congo
Bas in ,  the  ar id  deser ts  o f  the  Sahara ,  and  the  un ique  coasta l  and  mar ine  env i ronments  that
cont r ibute  to  A f r i ca ’s  eco log ica l  r i chness .  The  course  not  on ly  h igh l ights  the  incred ib le  ar ray  o f
spec ies  that  ca l l  A f r i ca  home but  a lso  addresses  the  s ign i f i cant  th reats  to  th is  b iod ivers i ty ,
inc lud ing  hab i ta t  loss ,  c l imate  change,  poach ing ,  and  human-wi ld l i fe  conf l i c t .

AFR 105 Afr ican Biodiversity and Conservation 
Health and Environment Pathway
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Through engaging  lec tures ,  case  s tud ies ,  and  d iscuss ions ,  s tudents  wi l l  ana lyze  the
cha l lenges  o f  ba lanc ing  conservat ion  wi th  economic  deve lopment  and  exp lore  the  p ivota l  ro le
of  loca l  communi t ies ,  ind igenous  knowledge,  and  in ternat iona l  cooperat ion  in  preserv ing
these  natura l  t reasures .  AFR 105 encourages  c r i t i ca l  th ink ing  and fos ters  a  deeper
unders tand ing  o f  how b iod ivers i ty  impacts  eco log ica l  hea l th ,  cu l tu ra l  her i tage,  and  g loba l
sus ta inab i l i t y .  By  the  end o f  the  course ,  s tudents  wi l l  have  ga ined a  ho l i s t i c  perspect ive  on
Af r ica 's  b iod ivers i ty  and  the  too ls  to  cont r ibute  meaningfu l l y  to  conservat ion  e f for ts
wor ldwide.



This  publ icat ion  is  avai lable  in  a l ternat ive  media  on  request .  Penn  S ta te  i s  an  equa l  oppor tun i ty ,  a f f i rmat ive  ac t ion  employer ,
and  i s  commit ted  to  prov id ing  employment  oppor tun i t ies  to  a l l  qua l i f ied  app l icants  wi thout  regard  to  race ,  co lor ,  re l ig ion ,  age,  sex ,
sexua l  o r ienta t ion ,  gender  ident i ty ,  nat iona l  o r ig in ,  d isab i l i t y  o r  protec ted  veteran  s ta tus .  UBR CLA 25-148

Global Leaders of Penn State  is looking content writers!
If you are interested in joining the team, please email us at glis@psu.edu.

Lauren Forbes
Managing Editor
GLIS major
Global Conflict pathway
Political Science and 
World Literature minors
Fourth-Year

Marcayla Connell
Content Writer
GLIS major
Culture and Identity pathway
Fourth-Year
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Cynthia Wang
Content Writer
GLIS major
Culture and Identity pathway
Teaching English to Speakers of Other
Languages and Political Science minors
Third-Year

Megg Reddy
Content Writer
GLIS major
Culture and Identity pathway
Fourth-Year

Faith Turnbull
Content Writer
Public Relations major
GLIS, German, and DMTA minors
Third-Year


