
by Lauren Forbes,  Managing Editor
WELCOME

Hel lo !  Welcome to  the  December  ed i t ion  o f  the  G loba l  and
In ternat iona l  S tud ies  Newsle t ter  fo r  the  2024–25 school  year .
We’ re  so  exc i ted  to  cont inue  shar ing  s tor ies  f rom the  GL IS
communi ty !  Th is  month ,  I  am exc i ted  to  share  a  spr ing  in ternsh ip
oppor tun i ty !  Th is  i ssue  a lso  conta ins  another  IUG h igh l ight ,  a
GL IS  course  h igh l ight ,  and  a  s tudent  spot l ight !  We have  had a
great  semester  br ing ing  G loba l  and  In ternat iona l  S tud ies  to  you
and cannot  wa i t  to  see  what  the  new year  br ings !

I f  you  have  any  feedback  or  would  l ike  to  submi t  a  s tory ,  p lease
emai l  gl is@psu.edu .  We look  forward  to  hear ing  f rom you,  and
cannot  wa i t  to  cont inue  shar ing  s tor ies  and  exper iences  in  GL IS !  
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S P R I N G  I N T E R N S H I P
O P P O R T U N I T Y

Al l  s tudents  wi l l  rece ive  va luab le  work  exper ience  in  a  g loba l
s tud ies  env i ronment .  Dut ies  wi l l  be  ad jus ted  based on  the  academic
and profess iona l  in teres ts  o f  the  in tern .  However ,  a l l  in terns  are
expected  to  suppor t  CGS ac t iv i t ies  and  g loba l  s tud ies  research .
Pr imar i l y ,  we are  look ing  for  s tudents  who are  exc i ted  about  g loba l
s tud ies  and  in teres ted  in  suppor t ing  the  advancement  o f  such
educat ion  both  here  a t  Penn S ta te  and  beyond.  We rea l l y  need
people  who are  organ ized  and ab le  to  manage themselves  and the i r
t ime wel l .  Some of  the  in tern  dut ies  inc lude  c reat ing  and send ing  out
news le t ters ,  ass is t ing  wi th  event  p lann ing ,  webs i te  updates ,
in terac t ing  wi th  Penn S ta te  facu l ty ,  e tc .  The exper ience is  rea l ly
f lex ib le ,  so  you can focus  on  the  areas  that  interest  you!

by Lauren Forbes
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Th is  in ternsh ip  i s  open to  a l l  Penn S ta te  s tudents  in teres ted  in  the  f ie ld  o f  g loba l  s tud ies .  Some requ i red
sk i l l s  a re :  a t tent ion  to  deta i l ;  ab i l i t y  to  meet  dead l ines ;  s t rong organ izat iona l  sk i l l s .  M in imum cumulat ive
grade-po in t  average o f  3 .0 .  Hours  a re  negot iab le  but  shou ld  range between ten–twenty  hours  per  week.
Academic  c red i t  may  be  earned by  speak ing  wi th  your  academic  adv iser .  A l l  o f  the  work  can  be  done
remote ly !  

In teres ted  s tudents  shou ld  send a  résumé and cover  le t ter  (wh ich  shou ld  ind icate ,  among other  th ings ,
which  semester  you  are  app ly ing  for ,  how many  hours  per  week you  are  in teres ted  in ,  and  whether  you  are
in teres ted  in  rece iv ing  c red i t )  to  cgs info@psu.edu .  More  in format ion  regard ing  dates  wi l l  be  posted  on  our
webs i te  soon!

My exper ience  
I  d id  the  Center  fo r  G loba l  S tud ies  in ternsh ip  a lmost  two years  ago,  and  have  s tayed on  the  team ever  s ince !
I  rea l l y  have  loved th is  exper ience,  and  the  f lex ib i l i t y  I  have  been g iven  whi le  s t i l l  mak ing  a  meaningfu l
cont r ibut ion !  Th is  was  the  per fec t  oppor tun i ty  fo r  me as  a  GL IS  major  to  exp lore  what  I  wanted  to  do  a f ter
graduat ing  and sharpen my sk i l l s  to  get  there !  I f  you  have  any  o ther  quest ions  regard ing  the  exper ience,
fee l  f ree  to  emai l  me a t  le f5298@psu.edu!

Center  for  G lobal  Studies  Internships
Are  you  look ing  for  more  pro fess iona l  exper ience  for  your  resume,
or  jus t  want  to  get  invo lved  on  campus  more?  Cons ider  the  Center
for  G loba l  S tud ies  (CGS)  in ternsh ip  for  the  spr ing  2025 semester?
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C O U R S E  
S P O T L I G H T

by Marcayla Connel l

AFR 1 10N inv i tes  s tudents  to  exp lore  A f r i ca ’s  v i ta l  ro le  in  shap ing  today ’s  g loba l  dynamics .  By
unpack ing  the  h is tor ica l ,  po l i t i ca l ,  and  cu l tura l  fo rces  that  have  in f luenced modern  Af r i can  soc ie t ies ,
th is  course  presents  the  cont inent  as  a  r i ch ly  d iverse  and mul t i faceted  space,  fa r  removed f rom the
overs impl i f ied  nar ra t ives  o f ten  seen in  media  and  tex tbooks .  I t  cha l lenges  s tudents  to  c r i t i ca l l y
ana lyze  and conf ront  the  legac ies  o f  co lon ia l i sm,  fos ter ing  a  deeper  unders tand ing  o f  how these
impacts  cont inue  to  shape governance,  deve lopment ,  and  cu l ture  in  contemporary  A f r i ca .

African Studies 110N: Introduction to Contemporary Afr ica
Culture and Identity Pathway 
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For  those  s t r i v ing  to  become engaged g loba l  c i t i zens ,  AFR 1 10N of fers  a  foundat ion  for  unders tand ing
not  on ly ,  A f r i ca ’s  in terconnectedness  wi th  the  wor ld ,  but  the  s ign i f i cant  e f fec ts  o f  co lon ia l i sm on  the
cont inent .  By  de lv ing  in to  A f r i ca ’s  h is tor ica l  context  and  cur rent  rea l i t ies ,  s tudents  ga in  c r i t i ca l
ins ights  in to  i t s  p ivota l  ro le  in  address ing  g loba l  cha l lenges  l ike  c l imate  change,  migra t ion ,  and
in ternat iona l  t rade.  Th is  awareness  equ ips  them wi th  the  perspect ive  and cu l tura l  sens i t i v i ty  needed to
address  such  i ssues  thought fu l l y  and  e f fec t ive ly .

AFR 1 10N a lso  serves  as  an  academic  hub for  in terd isc ip l inary  growth .  Through an  exp lora t ion  o f
Af r i can  l i te ra ture ,  theater ,  c inema,  and  be l ie f  sys tems,  s tudents  sharpen the i r  c r i t i ca l  th ink ing  and
ana ly t i ca l  sk i l l s  wh i le  deepening  the i r  apprec ia t ion  for  cu l tu ra l  d ivers i ty .  The  course ’s  ana lys is  o f
governance  and economic  sys tems,  a long  wi th  the i r  inherent  cha l lenges ,  p rov ides  a  so l id  f ramework
for  fu ture  s tud ies  in  po l i t i ca l  sc ience,  anthropo logy ,  and  g loba l  deve lopment .

Asp i r ing  leaders  across  economic ,  po l i t i ca l ,  and  soc ia l  sec tors  wi l l  f ind  AFR 1 10N par t i cu lar ly  va luab le .
I t s  emphas is  on  Af r i ca ’s  u rban izat ion ,  gender  dynamics ,  and  pub l ic  serv ices  prepares  s tudents  to
tack le  press ing  g loba l  i ssues  wi th  innovat ion  and empathy .  The  course ’s  exp lora t ion  o f  A f r i ca ’s  d iverse
rea l i t ies  equ ips  s tudents  wi th  the  knowledge and too ls  to  c reate  sus ta inab le ,  equ i ty -dr iven  so lu t ions
that  acknowledge and respect  loca l  contexts .

U l t imate ly ,  AFR 1 10N i s  more  than  a  c lass—i t ’ s  a  ca l l  to  ac t ion  for  those  who want  to  lead  wi th
compass ion ,  cur ios i ty ,  and  in formed purpose.  By  br idg ing  the  gaps  between cu l tures ,  h is tor ies ,  and
pol ic ies ,  th is  course  t rans forms s tudents  in to  c r i t i ca l  th inkers  and  advocates  for  a  more  jus t  and
in terconnected  wor ld .



S T U D E N T
S P O T L I G H T by Cynthia Wang

I  was  or ig ina l l y  in  the  cu l ture  and  ident i ty  pathway  because  I  was  rea l l y  in teres ted  in  cu l tu re ,  and  I ’ ve
a lways  l iked  these  th ings .  Whi le  I  rea l l y  l i ked  be ing  in  that  pathway,  i t  wasn’ t  f i t  fo r  me.  For  me,  the
Is rae l -Pa les t ine  conf l i c t  that  changed the  game for  me and led  me to  change to  the  g loba l  conf l i c t
pathway.  Even  though I  don’ t  possess  any  roots  in  those  two count r ies ,  i t  rea l l y  s t ruck  home for  me wi th
the  way  people  reacted  to  i t  and  what  was  go ing  on .  I  thought  that  maybe g loba l  conf l i c ts  were  more  in
my sphere  o f  in teres t  than  cu l ture  and  ident i ty .  I  s ta r ted  tak ing  c lasses  on  genoc ide ,  g loba l  conf l i c ts , the
Globa l  South  and human r ights  because  the  sub jec t  o f  g loba l  conf l i c t  rea l l y  sparked my in teres t .  As
someone who i s  f rom the  G loba l  South—from Bol iv ia—I  learned how in ternat iona l  law can  be  e f fec t ive  in
prevent ing  cer ta in  th ings  f rom happening  but  somet imes  the  odds  are  not  in  favor  o f  count r ies  that  a re
not  major  powers  l i ke  Ch ina ,  Russ ia  and  the  Un i ted  S ta tes .  I t ’ s  compl ica ted  but  I  fee l  that  i t  i s  a l so  my
duty  to  learn  about  these  aspects  and  be  aware  to  have  a  career  because  I  do  want  to  advocate  for
d isadvantaged count r ies ,  marg ina l i zed  communi t ies  or  people  that  don’ t  have  a  vo ice .  Take  Pa les t ine
for  example ,  they  don’ t  even  have  a  seat  in  the  in ternat iona l  sys tem.  There ’s  so  much go ing  on  in  the
wor ld  and  I  fe l t  that  g loba l  conf l i c t  was  my ca l l ing .  

Berenice Nuñez ‘25 
Global  and International  Studies
Global  Confl ict  pathway 
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What  sparked your  interest  in  pursuing a  major  in  Global  and
Internat ional  Studies?   
When I  was  f i r s t  admi t ted  to  Penn S ta te ,  I  was  a  forens ic  sc ience
major .  I  had  f r iends  that  were  in  the  GL IS  major  and  that  p iqued my
in teres t .  I  d idn ’ t  know GL IS  was  a  program that  Penn S ta te  had.  They
sa id  that  I  wou ld  do  wel l  in  GL IS  because  I  possess  an  in ternat iona l
background as  an  in ternat iona l  s tudent  f rom Bo l iv ia .

I  changed my major  f rom forens ic  sc ience  to  GL IS  in  my  four th
semester  and  added a  soc io logy  minor  as  wel l .  I  speak  four  languages
at  vary ing  pro f ic ienc ies .  I  was  ac t ive  in  the  Model  UN sphere  back  in
Bo l iv ia  and  my mother  was  a  U .S  embassy  so  those  fac tors  fu r ther
in f luenced my dec is ion  to  major  in  GL IS .  

I  wanted  to  pursue  a  career  where  I  cou ld  t rave l  the  wor ld  ins tead  o f  be ing  t ied  down in  one  p lace .  I  want
to  learn  more  about  o ther  cu l tu res  and  be  more  unders tand ing  o f  o ther  people .  Cu l tura l  competence  i s  a
g iven  when i t  comes  to  be ing  a  GL IS  major  so  my fu ture  careers  would  a l low me to  be  I  w ish  to
unders tand how they  th ink  and how cer ta in  aspects  a f fec t  them.

What  is  your  pathway and why?  

Berenice  Nuñez



S T U D E N T
S P O T L I G H T (cont. )

I  want  to  t rave l  a round the  wor ld  and  be  exposed to  as  many  cu l tures  as  poss ib le .  People  f rom other
cu l tures  have  d i f fe rent  ways  o f  th ink ing  when compared to  my way  o f  th ink ing  so  I  fee l  that  g loba l
and in ternat iona l  s tud ies  prov ides  me wi th  the  cu l tura l  competence  to  learn  more  about  o ther  cu l tu res
and the i r  ways  o f  th ink ing .  G loba l  and  in ternat iona l  s tud ies  a lso  es tab l i shes  an  unders tand ing  o f  how
th ings  funct ion  around the  wor ld  as  wel l  as  how the  in ternat iona l  sys tem works .  The  program a lso
g ives  me d i f fe rent  perspect ives  in  genera l  and  i t ’ s  a  career  path  that  opens  doors  to  so  many
oppor tun i t ies .  As  an  in ternat iona l  s tudent ,  i t ’ s  a lso  very  d i f f i cu l t  to  f ind  a  job  here  in  the  Un i ted
States  due  to  the  v isa  requ i rements .  Honest ly ,  I  jus t  wanted  a  broader  a rea  o f  s tudy  where  I  can  app ly
my knowledge.  G loba l  and  in ternat iona l  s tud ies  a lso  t ies  in  wel l  w i th  my  soc io logy  minor .

I  fee l  l i ke  GL IS  has  he lped me cha l lenge some ideas  that  I  had  before  be ing  in  that  a rea  because  I  do
admi t  that  my  pos i t ion  back  in  Bo l iv ia  was  one  o f  pr iv i lege.  As  someone who has  grown up  wi th
pr iv i lege,  I  acknowledge that  there  are  some th ings  that  I  th ink  about  a ren ’ t  inherent ly  bad,  but  they
are  e lements  that  I  need to  be  aware  about .  The  g loba l  and  in ternat iona l  s tud ies  program has  he lped
me see  the  wor ld  f rom d i f fe rent  po in ts  o f  v iews  and not  to  jus t  suppor t  one  s ide  because  you  do  not
agree  wi th  the  oppos i t ion .

How do you envis ion  your  future  career  path  a l igning with  your  s tudies  in  Global  and
Internat ional  Studies?  

How has  GLIS  a l lowed you to  develop your  g lobal  understanding,  and what  are  you looking
forward to  learn ing more  about  in  the  future?
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This  publ icat ion  is  avai lable  in  a l ternat ive  media  on  request .  Penn  S ta te  i s  an  equa l  oppor tun i ty ,  a f f i rmat ive  ac t ion  employer ,
and  i s  commit ted  to  prov id ing  employment  oppor tun i t ies  to  a l l  qua l i f ied  app l icants  wi thout  regard  to  race ,  co lor ,  re l ig ion ,  age,  sex ,
sexua l  o r ienta t ion ,  gender  ident i ty ,  nat iona l  o r ig in ,  d isab i l i t y  o r  protec ted  veteran  s ta tus .  UBR CLA 24-1215

Global Leaders of Penn State  is looking content writers!
If you are interested in joining the team, please email us at glis@psu.edu.

Lauren Forbes
Managing Editor
GLIS major
Global Conflict pathway
Political Science and 
World Literature minors
Fourth-Year

Marcayla Connell
Content Writer
GLIS major
Culture and Identity pathway
Fourth-Year

Global  Leaders of  Penn State |  Page 6

Cynthia Wang
Content Writer
GLIS major
Culture and Identity pathway
Teaching English to Speakers of
Other Languages and Political
Science minors
Third-Year

Megg Reddy
Content Writer
GLIS major
Culture and Identity pathway
Fourth-Year
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