
WELCOME
by Gianna Pinto,  Managing Editor 

Hello!  Welcome to the March issue of  Global  Leaders
of Penn State ,  the Global  and Internat ional  Studies
(GLIS) program newsletter .  To start ,  thank you so
much for  reading.  For our f i f th issue of  the 2021–22
school  year ,  we wi l l  spotl ight  internat ional  student
Fi l ipp Olenev,  the Human Rights pathway course PHIL
108 Introduction to Social  and Pol i t ical  Phi losophy,
Brazi l ’s  Carnaval ,  and clubs and organizat ions we think
wil l  interest  GLIS majors.

I f  you have any feedback or  would l ike to submit  a
story ,  p lease emai l  glis@psu.edu .  We look forward to
hearing from you and cannot wait  to show you al l  the
opportunit ies that  GLIS has to offer .
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Fi l ipp Olenev is  an internat ional  student from Russia
with a GLIS major  and an Appl ied Linguist ics minor
(Teaching Engl ish to Speakers of  Other Languages).
Fi l ipp considers himself  to be a nontradit ional
student ,  as he has freelance work experience in
interpret ing and translat ion,  as wel l  as caregiving.
According to Fi l ipp,  this has al lowed him to
understand the importance of  cultural  diversity  and
being an effect ive l istener and communicator.  He
acknowledges that  people tend to share complex,
inspir ing,  and mult i layered ident i t ies.

Fi l ipp is  a student ambassador to Global  Alumni
(SAGA),  which helps reconnect internat ional  alumni
from previous years to their  a lma mater.  F i l ipp also
assists students with foreign language ski l ls  v ia
campus clubs.  He has also worked as a student
employee at  k i tchens across campus and arenas
such as the Bryce Jordan Center  and the Mil ton S.
Eisenhower Auditor ium. Fi l ipp has also worked as a
member of  the stage crew at  the Penn State School
of  Theatre.

As an internat ional  student ,  F i l ipp bel ieves that  his
experiences push him to have a more cosmopol i tan
view on l i fe ,  which is  what he bel ieves Penn State is
al l  about.  Last ly ,  F i l ipp wants to encourage al l
internat ional  students to aim high and be
themselves when i t  comes to job interviews and
other interview processes.

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT SPOTLIGHT
by Gianna Pinto
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Fil ipp Olenev ’24 
Hometown: Saint  Petersburg,  Russia

“Although it may sound
cheesy, don’t be afraid to look

inside yourself for guidance
and inner strength and listen

to your inner voice
for inspiration.”

Fi l ipp Olenev
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COURSE SPOTLIGHT

Have you ever contemplated why we fol low laws
and norms? Or better  yet ,  how these laws and
norms were created in the f i rst  place? If  so,  this
course may be for  you!  PHIL 108 is  an
introductory Phi losophy course that  focuses on
the different  schools of  thought behind laws,
customs,  and ideas of  different  aspects of
society and pol i t ics.  The topics in this course
cover a var iety of  mater ial ,  including analyses of
freedom, the importance of  freedom of speech,
the controversy over bodi ly  autonomy,  the
effect iveness of  civ i l  d isobedience,  and more.
This course is  part  of  the Human Rights pathway
for GLIS majors ,  and r ightful ly  so,  as the
ideologies behind the basis for  many different
fundamental  human r ights are explored and
debated over the course of  the class.  

Sparks Bui lding

by Abigai l  Picozzi

While any phi losophy class is  natural ly  thought-provoking,  this one is  especial ly  so.  Many
of the laws we fol low in the United States are taken for  granted as moral ly  " r ight , "  yet  in
PHIL 108,  students are forced to evaluate why exact ly  we deem certain rules and
restr ict ions as "r ight"  and others "wrong."  The professor does a great  job of  explaining the
bel iefs of  different  phi losophers and pol i t ic ians in her  sect ions of  the course,  and thus,  
 cult ivates st imulat ing class discussion and debate.  By sett ing aside a signif icant part  of
the class to discuss the information from each class,  the f loor is  open to dive much deeper
into why we agree or  disagree with each new point  of  v iew presented.  With weekly readings
and discussion posts ,  each topic can be explored much more in depth than can be covered
in a single seventy-f ive minute class,  and each student has the opportunity  to express their
opinions on each topic.  

I f  you’re looking for  a fascinat ing gen-ed or  a Human Rights pathway course,  PHIL 108 is  a
great  opt ion.  Keep i t  in  mind for  upcoming schedul ing appointments!

PHIL 108 Introduction to Social  and Polit ical  Phi losophy
Human Rights pathway
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INTERNATIONAL HOLIDAY SPOTLIGHT

Carnaval  is  the most famous,  and biggest ,  hol iday that  is  celebrated in Brazi l .  The date of
Carnaval  changes each year depending on when Easter  fal ls  within the Cathol ic Church’s
calendar.  Typical ly ,  Carnaval  wi l l  happen direct ly  after  Ash Wednesday,  which is  forty-six
days before Easter.  The off ic ial  celebrat ions wi l l  last  for  about four days,  with weeks of
celebrat ions also occurr ing in the weeks leading up to Ash Wednesday and fol lowing i t .  In
these celebrat ions,  i t  is  very typical  for  Brazi l ians to dress up in v ibrant  and colorful
costumes.  For many Brazi l ians,  this is  their  chance to dress up since Hal loween is  not
tradit ional ly  celebrated.  The largest  parade celebrat ions occur in Rio de Janeiro ,  São
Paulo,  and Salvador.  These celebrat ions generate a great  deal  of  revenue and job
opportunit ies for  the cit izens of  Brazi l .  The parades also include dancers from samba
schools ,  who pract ice al l  year  round to be featured in the popular  parades.  

by Maria Luiza Carvalho de Morais

Different  regions of  Brazi l  have varying tradit ions
when i t  comes to Carnaval .  For  example,  in  the
northeastern city  of  Recife ,  there is  a parade named
the "Morning Rooster , "  which includes a f loat  of  a
large rooster  with thousands of  dancers and parade
part ic ipants fol lowing i t  through the streets.  There are
also parades that  include "tr ios eléctr icos,"  which are
certain f loats with l ight ing and sound equipment and
singers on top.  I t  is  very common for  famous Brazi l ian
singers to buy these f loats and do their  own concerts
during the parade.  The most famous music played
during the Carnaval  celebrat ions is  samba,  which is
the most popular  music genre nat ive to Brazi l .

Brazi l ’s  Carnaval
Begins Apri l  20,  2022

A photo of  a parade celebrat ion
in Recife ,  Brazi l .Due to COVID-19,  this year ’s  Carnaval  celebrat ion wi l l

be held dur ing the f inal  week of  Apri l  as opposed to i ts
usual  t ime at  the end of  February.  This was a decision
made by the Brazi l ian government to make the part ies
and parades a safer  environment and slow the spread
of the virus.



The Global  Br igades Campus Counci l  organizes the act iv i t ies of
the exist ing Global  Br igades clubs at  Penn State University
Park.  They focus on internat ional  and local  volunteer ing along
with sustainable development and service.  The Global  Br igades
Campus Counci l  g ives members unique educational
opportunit ies in a var iety of  development-related f ie lds,  both on
and off  campus.  For more information,  emai l  e jw36@psu.edu.  
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by Kel ly  Zahour

CLUBS AND ORGANIZATIONS SPOTLIGHT

The Global  Brigades Campus Council

The Global  Engagement Community aims to unite both
internat ional  and domestic global ly  minded students.  This
group focuses on the goals of  unit ing cultures,  the development
of global  competencies and cit izenship traits along with global
awareness of  other cultures,  perspectives,  and languages.  I t
seeks to expand the understanding of  global  issues,  create
conversat ions of  cross-cultural  ways of  l iv ing at  an individual
level ,  promote inclusion,  and encourage differences.  For more
information,  emai l  n la12@psu.edu.  

The Global  Engagement Community

Student Organization for  Sustainable Development Goals

The Student Organizat ion for  Sustainable Development Goals
(SOS) aims to spread the goals of  the United Nations on
sustainable development.  SOS holds fundraisers throughout 
the year where the money is  donated to the chari ty .  For  more
information,  emai l  wvk5103@psu.edu.

mailto:ejw36@psu.edu
mailto:nla12@psu.edu
mailto:wvk5103@psu.edu
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WHY GLIS?

Emil ie  chose to major  in GLIS because she knew after  her
undergraduate studies,  she wanted to go to law school .  She’s
always been interested in immigrat ion law and wanted to
pick a major  that  would al low her to learn about global  and
internat ional  studies.  GLIS has given her  the opportunity  to
explore different  studies and choose a desired pathway as
wel l  as learn about diverse topics through var ious
perspectives.  Through this major ,  Emil ie  has even been able
to accomplish the Diversity  Studies cert i f icate that  Penn
State offers.  With this major  and cert i f icate ,  she bel ieves
she wi l l  be a great  appl icant for  law school  and use these
studies when deal ing with immigrat ion law as she has gained
a deeper understanding of  global  relat ions and al l  that  i t
entai ls.  This program has offered Emil ie  so much and she is
very thankful  she chose this major.

Emil ie Baerga ’22

Emil ie  Baerga

Abigai l  Picozzi  ’24
When deciding on her  area of  study at  Penn State ,  Abbey Picozzi
knew she wanted to do something that  involved the internat ional
community.  Travel ing has always been a passion of  hers and
given that  she has been studying French for  s ix  years ,  she wanted
a major  that  would al low her to combine her  interests and put her
on a career path that  she would genuinely enjoy.  When she
learned about GLIS,  i t  was the obvious choice for  her ;  she would
be able to study different  cultures and ideologies from around the
world whi le also using credits toward a French double major.  GLIS
has provided Abbey with a great  deal  of  insight  into the inner
workings of  our increasingly global ized world ,  as wel l  as a new
appreciat ion for  each different ,  yet  fascinat ing culture around the
globe.  The different  pathways provided an easy route to narrow
her interests and f ind the topics she was most invested in ,  g iv ing
her the opportunity  to study exact ly  what she wants in the major
of her  choice.  

Abigai l  Picozzi
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This publ ication is avai lable in alternative media on request.  Penn State is  an equal  opportunity ,  aff i rmative act ion employer ,  and
is committed to providing employment opportunit ies to al l  qual i f ied appl icants without regard to race,  color ,  re l ig ion,  age,  sex,
sexual  or ientat ion,  gender ident i ty ,  nat ional  or igin ,  disabi l i ty  or  protected veteran status.  U.Ed.  LBS 22-392

Global Leaders of Penn State is looking for content! If you are
interested in submitting a story, please email us at glis@psu.edu.
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